
We welcome you to the 2020 version of the New England Jewish Labor Committee’s 
20th Annual Labor Seder. This year is unprecedented in many ways.

We want to thank all our honorees, Tom Flynn and Josh Zakim, as well as the workers 
of the Battery Wharf Hotel, Harvard Graduate Students Union, and the Dedham 
Teachers, for their understanding when we made this difficult decision to cancel our 
Seder. We want to thank all of our supporters who placed ads and purchased tickets, 
and all of the volunteers and staff who worked tirelessly for months to get to this place.

The New England Jewish Labor Committee is committed to continuing the essential 
work of supporting workers during the pandemic and assisting them when we recover.

We also believe that the message of the Passover Seder contains wisdom to help us 
endure and thrive, as the Israelites did under Pharaoh’s life-threatening oppression, 
and provides us all with tools to give us hope.

We fully expect to bring our supporters together at a later date to celebrate our 
honorees in a festive way.

We wish you good health, perseverance, and courage.

In solidarity,

The staff and leadership of the NEJLC
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Congratulations to the  
Battery Wharf Hotel Strikers  

for this well-deserved recognition.

Best wish to all the honorees.
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Congratulations,
Brother Tom Flynn!

A lifetime of leadership
in action.
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�ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ��ŝƌĞĐƚŽƌ
�ƌŝ�&ĞƌƟŐ 

 
>ĞĂĚ�KƌŐĂŶŝǌĞƌ

Emma Rose Borzekowski 

�ŽͲ�ŚĂŝƌƐ
�ƐŚůĞǇ��ĚĂŵƐ͕�DĂƐƐĂĐŚƵƐĞƩƐ�dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ
ZĂďďŝ��ĂƌďĂƌĂ�WĞŶǌŶĞƌ͕ �dĞŵƉůĞ�,ŝůůĞů�� Ŷ͛Ăŝ�dŽƌĂŚ

�ŽĂƌĚ�DĞŵďĞƌƐ
DĂƌǇĂ��ǆŶĞƌ

�ŝĐŬ��ĂƵĞƌ͕ �'ƌĞĂƚĞƌ��ŽƐƚŽŶ�>ĞŐĂů�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͕�h�t�>ŽĐĂů�ϮϯϮϬ
�ĂǀĞ��ŽƌƌƵƐ͕�EĞǁ��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�ZĞŐŝŽŶĂů��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ŽĨ��ĂƌƉĞŶƚĞƌƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�WŝůĞ��ƌŝǀĞƌƐ�>ŽĐĂů�ϱϲ

EŝĐŽůĞ��ĞĐƚĞƌ͕ �^ĞŐĂů�ZŽŝƚŵĂŶ�>>W
DĂƌŬ��ƌůŝĐŚ͕�>ĂďŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�tŽƌŬůŝĨĞ�WƌŽŐƌĂŵ͕�,ĂƌǀĂƌĚ�>Ăǁ�^ĐŚŽŽů

&ĂǇĞZƵƚŚ�&ŝƐŚĞƌ͕ �ϭϭϵϵ^�/h
>ŝƐĂ�'ĂůůĂƟŶ͕�DĂƐƐĂĐŚƵƐĞƩƐ��&>Ͳ�/K

KƌĂ�'ůĂĚƐƚŽŶĞ͕�DĂƐƐ�dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ
:ŽĂŶŶĞ�'ŽůĚƐƚĞŝŶ͕�EĞǁ��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�ZĞŐŝŽŶĂů��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ŽĨ��ĂƌƉĞŶƚĞƌƐ

DŽŶŝĐĂ�,ĂůĂƐ͕�'ƌĞĂƚĞƌ��ŽƐƚŽŶ�>ĞŐĂů�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ
�ƵĚƌĞǇ�ZŝĐŚĂƌĚƐŽŶ͕�'ƌĞĂƚĞƌ��ŽƐƚŽŶ�>ĞŐĂů�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ

ZĂďďŝ�DŝĐŚĂĞů�ZŽƚŚďĂƵŵ͕��ŽŶŐƌĞŐĂƟŽŶ��ĞƚŚ��ůŽŚŝŵ
�ŽŶ�^ŝĞŐĞů͕ �^ĞŐĂů�ZŽŝƚŵĂŶ�>>W

:ĞƌĞŵǇ�dŚŽŵƉƐŽŶ͕�^�/h

EĞǁ��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�>ĂďŽƌ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ��ŽĂƌĚ�DĞŵďĞƌƐ�Θ�^ƚĂī
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The mission of the New England Jewish Labor Committee is to engage the Jewish community 
in support of issues affecting working people, and engage the labor community in issues that 
affect Jews and the Jewish community. We are the New England Chapter of the Jewish Labor 
Committee, a non-profit charitable entity with a home office in New York City.

For membership or programmatic information, contact us at:

EĞǁ��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�>ĂďŽƌ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ��
ϭϭ��ĞĂĐŽŶ�^ƚƌĞĞƚ͕�^ƵŝƚĞ�ϳϮϮ�ͻ��ŽƐƚŽŶ͕�D��ϬϮϭϬϴ��

ϲϭϳͲϮϮϳͲϬϴϴϴ��
EĞǁ�ŶŐůĂŶĚ:>�ΛũĞǁŝƐŚůĂďŽƌ͘ ŽƌŐ

– Welcome to the –

LABOR SEDER
Twentieth Annual

NEW ENGLAND JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE

'K>���KͲ^WKE^KZ^͗�
/ŶƚĞƌĐŽŶƟŶĞŶƚĂů�ZĞĂů��ƐƚĂƚĞ��ŽƌƉŽƌĂƟŽŶ 

EĞǁ��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�ZĞŐŝŽŶĂů��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ŽĨ��ĂƌƉĞŶƚĞƌƐ
hE/d��,�Z�͊

DĂƐƐĂĐŚƵƐĞƩƐ��&>Ͳ�/K

^/>s�Z�^WKE^KZ͗�
DĂƐƐĂĐŚƵƐĞƩƐ�dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ��ƐƐŽĐŝĂƟŽŶ

>ĞĚ�ďǇ�ZĂďďŝ��ĂƌďĂƌĂ�WĞŶǌŶĞƌ͕ �ĐŽͲĐŚĂŝƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�E�:>��
ĂŶĚ�ZĂďďŝ�ŽĨ�dĞŵƉůĞ�,ŝůůĞů��͛ŶĂŝ�dŽƌĂŚ

tŝƚŚ�ŚĞůƉ�ĨƌŽŵ��ĂŶƚŽƌ�sĞƌĂ��ƌŽĞŬŚƵǇƐĞŶ�
ĂŶĚ�ZĂďďŝ�DŝŬĞ�ZŽƚŚďĂƵŵ͕�

ĂŶĚ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�E�:>���ŽĂƌĚ

dĞǆƚ�ďǇ�ZĂďďŝ��ĂƌďĂƌĂ�WĞŶǌŶĞƌ�ĂŶĚ�ZĂďďŝ�DŝŬĞ�ZŽƚŚďĂƵŵ
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NEW ENGLAND JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE

PASSOVER HAGGADAH
– March 2020 –

ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ�<ĂǇ�<ŚĂŶ
�ƌŝĂŶ�>ĂŶŐ
ZĂďďŝ��ĂǀŝĚ�>ĞƌŶĞƌ
^ĞŶĂƚŽƌ��ƌŝĐ�>ĞƐƐĞƌ
^ĞŶĂƚŽƌ�:ĂƐŽŶ�>ĞǁŝƐ
>ŽƵŝƐ�DĂŶĚĂƌŝŶŝ͕�///
'ŝůůŝĂŶ�DĂƐŽŶ
ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ��ĂƌŽŶ�DŝĐŚůĞǁŝƚǌ
EĂŚŵĂ�EĂĚŝĐŚ
DĞƌƌŝĞ�EĂũŝŵǇ
ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ�dƌĂŵ�EŐƵǇĞŶ
�ĂǀŝĚ�EŽŽŶ
dŚŽŵĂƐ�K͛�ƌŝĞŶ
WĞƚĞƌ�WĂůĂŶĚũŝĂŶ
:ŽĂŶŝĞ�WĂƌŬĞƌ
ZĂďďŝ��ĂƌďĂƌĂ�WĞŶǌŶĞƌ
:ƵůŝĞ�WŝŶŬŚĂŵ
ZĂďďŝ�sŝĐƚŽƌ�ZĞŝŶƐƚĞŝŶ
�ŝŶĚǇ�ZŽǁĞ
:ĞƌƌǇ�ZƵďŝŶ
�ŽŶ�^ŝĞŐĞů
ZĂďďŝ�dŽďĂ�^ƉŝƚǌĞƌ
:ĞƐƐŝĐĂ�dĂŶŐ
^ƚĞǀĞŶ�dŽůŵĂŶ
ZĂďďŝ��ŶĚǇ�sŽŐĞů
�ĂŶ�tŽůĨ
�ŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌ�DŝĐŚĞůůĞ�tƵ
Grace Zakim
Joyce Zakim

Ashley Adams
ZĂďďŝ�^ŚĂƌŽŶ��ŶŝƐĨĞůĚ
ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ�ZƵƚŚ��ĂůƐĞƌ
�ĂǀŝĚ��ƌĞŶŶĞƌ
:ĞƌĞŵǇ��ƵƌƚŽŶ
&ƌĂŶŬ��ĂůůĂŚĂŶ
<ĂƚŚƌǇŶ��ŽŚĞŶ
�ůŝī��ŽŚŶ
^ĞŶĂƚŽƌ��ǇŶƚŚŝĂ��ƌĞĞŵ
:Ğī��ƌŽƐďǇ
ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ�DĂƌũŽƌŝĞ��ĞĐŬĞƌ
^ƵƐĂŶ��ŝĐŬĂƐŽŶ
�ƌŝĂŶ��ŽŚĞƌƚǇ
'ƌĂĚǇ��ĂƐŽŶ
�ŽƵŶĐŝůůŽƌ�>ǇĚŝĂ��ĚǁĂƌĚƐ
ZĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞ�>Žƌŝ��ŚƌůŝĐŚ
Mark Erlich
>ĞǁŝƐ�&ŝŶĨĞƌ
FayeRuth Fisher
dƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ��ĞďŽƌĂŚ�'ŽůĚďĞƌŐ
:ĂŵŝĞ�'ŽůĚĞŶ
:ŽĂŶŶĞ�'ŽůĚƐƚĞŝŶ
WĞƚĞƌ�'ƌĞĞŶƐƉĂŶ
^ƚĞǀĞ�'ƌŽƐƐŵĂŶ
,ĂƌƌŝƐ�'ƌƵŵĂŶ
DŽŶŝĐĂ�,ĂůĂƐ
>ŝůǇ�,ƵĂŶŐ
,ĞĂƚŚĞƌ�:ŽŚŶƐƚŽŶ
WŚŝů�<Ăƚǌ

dŚĂŶŬ�zŽƵ�ƚŽ�KƵƌ�tŽŶĚĞƌĨƵů�ϮϬϮϬ�,ŽƐƚ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ
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ϮϬϮϬ�,KEKZ��^

dŚŽŵĂƐ�:͘�&ůǇŶŶ�
�ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ�^ĞĐƌĞƚĂƌǇͲdƌĞĂƐƵƌĞƌ͕ �

EŽƌƚŚ��ƚůĂŶƟĐ�^ƚĂƚĞƐ�ZĞŐŝŽŶĂů��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ŽĨ��ĂƌƉĞŶƚĞƌƐ�

“Tom Flynn leads by example, and his professional knowledge, 
pragmatism and loyalty  have earned him the respect and 

trust of union members and contractors alike.”
Ͷ�ĂǀŝĚ��ŽƌƌƵƐ͕��ƵƐŝŶĞƐƐ�DĂŶĂŐĞƌ͕ �WŝůĞ��ƌŝǀĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ��ŝǀĞƌƐ�>ŽĐĂů�ϱϲ�

EŽƌƚŚ��ƚůĂŶƟĐ�^ƚĂƚĞƐ�ZĞŐŝŽŶĂů��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ŽĨ��ĂƌƉĞŶƚĞƌƐ

:ŽƐŚ��ĂŬŝŵ�
&ŽƌŵĞƌ��ŝƐƚƌŝĐƚ�ϴ��ŝƚǇ��ŽƵŶĐŝůŽƌ

“As a City Councilor, Josh has been an advocate for labor rights 
and economic justice, and his work has earned him the respect of 

community members throughout our city. I congratulate him 
on this well-deserved recognition.”

ͶDĂǇŽƌ�DĂƌƟŶ�:͘�tĂůƐŚ
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^ĞĚĞƌ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�KƌĚĞƌ
Welcome to our Labor Seder!

The Passover Seder tells the story of the Exodus from Egypt. In the Bible the Israelites, the 
ancestors of the Jewish people, overcame Pharaoh and his taskmasters, escaping slavery to 
make their way to freedom and the Promised Land.

The Exodus story is, in essence, a tale of immigrant workers who are oppressed by a 
large, powerful government that no one believes can be overcome — not Pharaoh, not the 
Israelites, not even Moses. The story we tell at Passover is about the transformation of the 
Israelites, of Moses, and of Pharaoh, through sacred, spiritual power.

Why do we frame our retelling in an established order? Though we sincerely hope that change 
will take place overnight, we know that doesn’t happen. Just as oppression arises through a 
series of steps, so does liberation succeed by moving forward, step by step. 

The process of moving from oppression to liberation is identical to the work of labor unions: 
to organize workers, to build power, and to achieve a better life for everyone. This is the order 
we seek as we share this seder tonight.
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KƌĚĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�WĂƐƐŽǀĞƌ�^ĞĚĞƌ
• <ĂĚĞƐŚ – Setting the tone of the Seder with a blessing over wine

• hƌ Đ͛ŚĂƚǌ – Washing the hands before we eat

• <ĂƌƉĂƐ – Dipping the vegetable in salt water with a blessing

• zĂĐŚĂƚǌ – Breaking the middle matzah, hiding half for later 

• DĂŐŐŝĚ – Telling and discussing the story of Passover

• ZĂĐŚƚǌĂŚ – Washing the hands again, with a blessing

• DŽƚǌŝ�DĂƚǌĂŚ – Blessing over the meal, beginning with eating the matzah

• DĂƌŽƌ – Blessing over and eating bitter herbs 

• <ŽƌĞĐŚ – Eating a sandwich of matza, bitter herbs, and charoset

• ^ŚƵůĐŚĂŶ�KƌĞĐŚ – Enjoying the meal

• dǌĂĨƵŶ – Finding and eating the afikoman (hidden matzah)

• �ĂƌĞĐŚ – Blessing of gratitude after the meal

• ,ĂůůĞů – Singing

• EŝƌƚǌĂŚ – Conclusion to the Seder in solidarity and hope
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dŚĞ�^ĞĚĞƌ�WůĂƚĞ
The entire story of the Haggadah is contained in the Seder plate. Each item symbolizes an 
aspect of the Exodus. Each table has a plate that contains all the elements for use during the 
Seder, though traditionally one does not take from the Seder plate itself.

DĂƌŽƌ͕  a bitter herb, reminds us of the bitterness of enslavement

<ĂƌƉĂƐ, a green vegetable, symbolizes springtime, hope and renewal

�ŚĂƌŽƐĞƚ͕ a mixture of fruit, nuts, wine and spices, represents the mortar that our ancestors 
used to build Pharaoh’s storage cities

�ĞƌŽĂ͕ a roasted bone, beet or “Paschal yam,” (for vegetarians) evokes the offering of the 
paschal lamb that Jews ate at the Holy Temple on Passover in ancient times

�ĞŝƚǌĂ͕ a boiled egg, symbolizes the circle of life and death

�ŚĂǌĞƌĞƚ͕ another bitter herb for the “sandwich” eaten during the course of the Seder 
following the custom established by Hillel the Elder, reminds us that our ancestors “ate 
matzah and bitter herbs together.”

KƌĂŶŐĞ͗ Recently, Jewish ritual has included new symbols on the seder plate, beginning 
with an orange. Its many sections, all sweet and juicy, remind us that all humans contain 
the sweetness of the divine image. Susannah Heschel, daughter of Rabbi Abraham Joshua 
Heschel and a scholar in her own right, introduced the orange as a symbol of inclusion for 
gays and lesbians. She shared orange sections during the seder, with participants spitting 
out the seeds as we spit out oppression. The orange became known more widely as a symbol 
for including women equally with men. Today we include it as a way to acknowledge the 
sweetness of all those who feel marginalized within the Jewish community.



YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY 7

<ĂĚĞƐŚ
Each of the four cups of wine or grape juice that we drink reflects an essential aspect of the 
Seder. Each cup builds on the one before, and illuminates the surrounding teachings. Tonight 
we dedicate these four principles that are fundamental to our cycles of organizing:

1. Our consciousness is raised and we cry out in protest: ĂǁĂƌĞŶĞƐƐ.

2. We make a ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ to ending oppression.

3. We take ĂĐƟŽŶ and build a movement.

4. We celebrate our victories and continue to ƌĞĂĐŚ�ŽƵƚ until all people are liberated.
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dŚĞ�&ŝƌƐƚ��ƵƉ�ŽĨ�tŝŶĞ�ʹ�Awareness�
,ŽŶŽƌŝŶŐ�dŽŵ�&ůǇŶŶ

We dedicate this first cup to awareness. When Pharaoh decided to impose harsh labor on the 
Israelites, they did not protest. When Pharaoh decreed that infant boys would be thrown into 
the Nile while the girls were allowed to live, parents cowered in fear, and did not protest.

Liberation could only happen when the Hebrews themselves cried out: “They were 
groaning under the bondage and cried out; and their cry for help from the bondage rose up to 
God. God heard their moaning, and God took notice of them.”

The first step to standing up, whether to taskmasters or to Pharaoh or to bullies or to any 
injustice, is this simple act: look and see. You may not feel personally threatened. You may be 
perfectly comfortable. You may want to run away. 

We learn from the Jewish thinker Emmanuel Levinas that the experience of seeing the face of 
another person, whether friend or stranger, immediately creates a bond of responsibility. 

In the traditional haggadah, the story told in the seder, Moses is never mentioned. The 
oppressed must first awaken to their suffering. True liberation comes through spiritual 
power, radical self-love, and trust in God. Tonight we seek to open our eyes to know the pain 
of the oppressed, to learn our role in that oppression, and discover what we can do to resist, 
transforming oppression into freedom.

Blessed are You,

our God, Creator of time and space,

who has given us life, sustained us,

and enabled us to be present to celebrate this moment.

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam, borei p’ree hagafen.

Blessed are You, Source of All, who creates the fruit of the vine.

dŚĞ�^ŚĞŚĞĐŚĞǇĂŶƵ�
�ůĞƐƐŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�'ƌĂƟƚƵĚĞ�ĨŽƌ�dŚŝƐ�DŽŵĞŶƚ

(We drink the First Cup of Wine.)

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melech ha-olam,  
shehechehyanu, v’kiy’manu, v’higianu laz’man hazeh.
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*Clara Lemlich Shavelson (March 28, 1886 – July 12, 1982) was a leader of the Uprising of 20,000, the massive strike 
of shirtwaist workers in New York’s garment industry in 1909.

,ŽŶŽƌŝŶŐ�dŽŵ�&ůǇŶŶ͗�
EĞǁ��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�>ĂďŽƌ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ 

2020 Clara Lemlich Shavelson* Awardee

Thomas J. Flynn is a 33-year member of Carpenters Local 327, and has led the 30,000 
members of the North Atlantic States Regional Council of Carpenters as Executive Secretary- 
Treasurer since 2017. For the five years prior to that he served as the National Political 
Director for the United Brotherhood of Carpenters.

Tom has brought diversity and equity to construction trades, with programs to increase the 
number of women and to train immigrants and people of color in the trades. The Jewish 
Labor Committee also appreciated Tom’s participation in the JCRC Israel Study Mission 
in the July of 2019 along with several JLC board members and construction  workers from 
North Atlantic States Regional Council of Carpenters.

Early in his career Tom was elected to the local’s Executive Board and later won elections to 
serve as Organizer and Business Manager. He was born and raised in Dorchester and is a 
graduate of Wentworth University with a degree in Construction Management.



YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

10

hƌ Đ͛ŚĂƚǌ�ʹ�,ĂŶĚ�tĂƐŚŝŶŐ
In a traditional Seder, we would now wash our hands to prepare for the rituals to come. As 
workers, our hands are our tools. They are also an extension of our souls, our very being. 
In Judaism, labor is sacred, just as the day of rest is sacred. When we wash our hands, we give 
thanks for the power to create, to build, to heal, and to join hands in solidarity.

We honor workers, and celebrate the fruits of their hands.

“Imagine that you are washing away all cynicism and despair, and allow yourself to be filled with 
the hope that the world could be really transformed in accord with our highest vision.”

Ͷ�Tikkun Haggadah Supplement ďǇ�ZĂďďŝ�DŝĐŚĂĞů�>ĞƌŶĞƌ
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<ĂƌƉĂƐ�ʹ��ŝƉƉŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�'ƌĞĞŶƐ�ŝŶ�^Ăůƚ�tĂƚĞƌ
“We do not eat the vegetable alone. We dip it into salt water, recalling the tears our ancestors 
shed during their long years in slavery. We mix bitterness with sweetness, slavery with freedom, 
past with future. We live with the contrasts because we know that no moment exists without a 
multitude of combinations — sorrow and joy, pain and comfort, despair and hope.”

�Ͷ���EŝŐŚƚ�ŽĨ�YƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�WĂƐƐŽǀĞƌ�,ĂŐŐĂĚĂŚ

The green karpas reminds us of the promise of spring and the miracle of new growth. Who 
would believe that soft leaves could break through a hard seed? Likewise, within hard 
oppression is the rebirth waiting to emerge.

We dip the greens in salt water, knowing that salty tears may fall before spring arrives. Still 
we are determined to persist despite the harsh winter.

(Take some greens, dip them in salt water, and recite the blessing together.)

 

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu Melach ha-olam, borei p’ree ha’adamah.

Blessed are You, Source of All, who creates the fruit of the earth.
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zĂĐŚĂƚǌ�ʹ��ƌĞĂŬŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�DŝĚĚůĞ�DĂƚǌĂŚ
When we break bread together, we create bonds of friendship, respect and caring. At this 
point in the Seder, we break the middle matzah and hide part of it away to share later. We 
remember that people who are hungry also hide some of their bread for later, because they 
can’t be certain where their next meal will come from.

We also break our work into parts. We give what we can to the work today, saving our 
strength to sustain us for the work yet to come.

In an act of radical hospitality, we welcome to our Seder all who need food to survive, namely 
any human being, regardless of their native land, religious tradition, language, gender 
expression, social status, political stance or personal characteristics. We pledge to feed and 
nurture each other’s bodies and protect one another’s freedom.

Here we include a Ladino (Judeo-Spanish) version of the traditional welcome.  We open our 
homes and our hearts to the immigrants, many who come from Spanish-speaking countries, 
who have been detained, deported, and dehumanized, rather than welcomed.

Ha lachma anya di achalu avhatana b’ara d’mitzrayim. Kol dichfin yeitei v’yeichol, 
kol ditzrich yeitei v’yifsach. Hashata hacha, l’shanah habaah b’ara d’Yisrael.  

Hashata avdei, l’shanah habaah b’nei chorin.

This is the bread of poverty, which our ancestors ate in the land of Egypt. Let all who are 
hungry come and eat. Let all who are in need come and celebrate Passover. 

Now we are here — next year in the land of Israel. 
Now we are slaves. Next year we will be free.

“Esto es el pan de la afrisyon ke komieron mos padres en tierra de Ayifto. Todo el ke 
tiene ambre venga y koma. Todo el ke tiene de menester venga y pasuke.” 

(As translated into Ladino, the Judeo-Spanish language of the Sephardi Jews, 
originally refugees from Spain in 1492, and whose diaspora extended to the 

Balkans, Turkey, the Middle East and North Africa.)
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dŚĞ�&ŽƵƌ�YƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ
Asking questions is a revolutionary act. When we question, we go beyond accepting what is 
and inquire what could be different. Though “wise people” say that nothing can ever change, 
this is the way it has to be, our inner wisdom tells us that is not true. Organizing work 
encourages us to ask questions:

On all other nights we eat leavened bread and matzah. Why on this night only matzah? 
Why is it like this?
Women: Our mothers, in their flight from bondage, did not have time to let their dough rise while 
fleeing Egypt. As they carried the dough through the desert, the sun baked it into flat, unleavened 
bread we call matzah. Matzah represents our rush to freedom. To commemorate this we eat only 
matzah, not bread, during Passover. We know that desperate people do desperate things, but it is 
not the way things have to be.

On all other nights we eat all kinds of vegetables. Why on this night do we make certain to eat 
bitter herbs? 
How could it be different? 
Workers: We were slaves. We eat bitter herbs to remind us how bitter our ancestors’ lives were 
made by their enslavement in Egypt. But we were not created to be enslaved. We can be free..

On all other nights we do not dip one food into another even once. Why on this night do we 
dip twice? 
What are we going to do?
Political leaders: We dip the parsley, the symbol of spring and renewal, in salt water to remember 
the tears of the Israelites during slavery. Later we dip the bitter herbs in the charoset, the sweet 
apple and nut mixture, to remember the bitterness of slavery paired with the sweetness of hope. 
We find new possibilities just waiting for us to try.. 

On all other nights we sit on straight chairs. Why on this night do we relax and recline on 
pillows?
Who can I work with? 
Labor leaders and Jewish leaders: We were slaves. Long ago, the wealthy Romans rested on 
couches during their feasts. Slaves were not allowed to rest, not even while they ate. Since our 
ancestors were freed from slavery, we recline to remind ourselves that we, like our ancestors, can 
overcome bondage. We know that we can lean on others for support.
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^ŽŶŐ͗��ǀĂĚŝŵ�,ĂǇŝŶƵ
Avadim hayinu, hayinu 

Ata b’nei chorin, b’nei chorin 
We were once slaves, now we are free.

DĂŐŐŝĚ
We now fill our cups in anticipation of hearing the story of slavery in Egypt. But we do not drink 
at this time, waiting until after we have heard the entire troubling story. We who are privileged to 
sit at this plentiful table dare not celebrate our joy over liberation as long as others are enslaved, 
oppressed, threatened, and killed by tyrants today. Shortly we will spill drops from the cup to 
represent the suffering caused by plagues ancient and contemporary.

Tonight, the stories we tell and hear will be our own. Turn to the person next to you at your 
table, and share a story of oppression and liberation from your family, from an ancestor, or from 
your own life.
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dŽĚĂǇ Ɛ͛�dĞŶ�WůĂŐƵĞƐ
The plagues of Exodus brought terrible destruction to Egypt, threatening its social fabric and 
crippling its economy: Blood, Frogs, Lice, Wild Beasts, Cattle Disease, Boils, Hail, Locusts, Darkness, 
and Death of the Firstborn.

Of course, Egyptian society was already plagued by oppressive violence against the Israelites.  The 
power of the ten plagues were to reveal that violence for all to see.

Regarding the text in Exodus, “The waters of the Nile turned to blood,” 15th century Portuguese 
commentator Rabbi Isaac ben Judah Abarbanel taught, “The Egyptians had shed blood by drowning 
the Israelite infants in the Nile.  God now made this blood visible for all the world to see.” Rabbi 
Abarbanel describes how hidden violence inevitably becomes visible. The plagues were a natural 
response from the earth to the violence that had corrupted an entire land. Today, we see plagues that 
reflect the violence and destruction that our society has created, nurtured, and allowed to take hold.

/ŐŶŽƌĂŶĐĞ͗ Underfunding public schools and undermining science

�ƵůůǇŝŶŐ�dƌƵƚŚͲdĞůůĞƌƐ͗ Threatening, demonizing and murdering journalists 

�ŝǀŝƐŝǀĞŶĞƐƐ͗ Sowing hatred between Americans and turning vulnerable populations  
 into scapegoats

WŽǀĞƌƚǇ�ǁĂŐĞƐ͗ Keeping workers in poverty so that stockholders and CEOs can 
 amass more wealth

KƉŝŽŝĚ�ĂĚĚŝĐƟŽŶ͗ Promoting addictive drugs for profit without regard for the human cost 

'ƵŶ�ǀŝŽůĞŶĐĞ͗ Promulgating weapons as a right and ignoring the role that guns play 
 in hate crimes, murder, and suicide

DĞŶƚĂů�ĂŶŐƵŝƐŚ͗ Constantly bombarding us with disturbing images and feeding insecurity  
 about our future that leads to despair, depression, and anxiety

tĂƌ͗        Using the military to destroy our enemies without seeking diplomatic  
 solutions first

�ǆƚƌĞŵĞ�ǁĞĂƚŚĞƌ͗ Denying the science of climate change and causing irreparable  
 destruction by reversing environmental regulations by reversing  
 environmental regulations

�ĞĂƚŚ͗� …of refugees, the homeless, the poor; from a drug overdose, for lack  
 of medical care, from suicide, in a hate crime; in solitary confinement,  
 in a detention center, in extreme storms, heat, or cold; from domestic  
 abuse, racial profiling, gun violence…

Together: In every generation, each individual must feel as if he or she personally had come out 
of Egypt.
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Ilu ho-tsi, ho-tsi-a-nu,
ho-tsi-a-nu mi-Mitz-ra-yim,
ho-tsi-a-nu mi-Mitz-ra-yim,
da-ye-nu! 
(If you had only taken us out of Egypt, 
Dayenu!)

CHORUS:
Dai, da-ye-nu,
Dai, da-ye-nu,
Dai, da-ye-nu,
Da-ye-nu, da-ye-nu, da-ye-nu!
Dai, da-ye-nu,
Dai, da-ye-nu,
Dai, da-ye-nu,
Da-ye-nu, da-ye-nu!

Ilu na-tan, na-tan la-nu,
na-tan la-nu et-ha-Sha-bat,
na-tan la-nu et-ha-Sha-bat,
da-ye-nu! 
(If you had only given us the Sabbath, day of 
rest, Dayenu!)

(CHORUS) 

Ilu na-tan, na-tan la-nu,
na-tan la-nu et-ha-To-rah,
na-tan la-nu et-ha-To-rah,
da-ye-nu! 
(If you had only given us the Torah, our 
teaching, Dayenu!)

(CHORUS)

^ŽŶŐ͗��ĂǇĞŶƵ
Dayenu is a song built on the recurring refrain, “it would have been enough.” Is it ever 
enough? No! But unless we stop and look back on how far we have come, the long road ahead 
will seem endlessly exhausting and sap our will. We cannot permit our oppressors to rob us 
of the joy of living! Precisely because it is never enough, we give thanks at this moment for all 
that life has to offer.
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dŚĞ�^ĞĐŽŶĚ��ƵƉ�ŽĨ�tŝŶĞ�ʹ�Commitment�
,ŽŶŽƌŝŶŐ�:ŽƐŚ��ĂŬŝŵ

We dedicate this second cup to commitment. Having told the trials and tribulations of our 
liberation, and having spilled from this cup in memory of those who suffered in the process, 
we celebrate our freedom while acknowledging the price of freedom as well. 

With awe at the power that can overcome oppression, and full of compassion for the pain that 
accompanies it, we fully commit ourselves to creating a just world for all humanity.

“This is no time for neutrality. We Jews cannot remain aloof or indifferent. 
We, too, are either ministers of the sacred or slaves of evil.”

Ͷ�ZĂďďŝ��ďƌĂŚĂŵ�:ŽƐŚƵĂ�,ĞƐĐŚĞů�
Abraham Joshua Heschel was an American rabbi, scholar and philosopher who was a leader of Jews in the 
�ŝǀŝů�ZŝŐŚƚƐ�DŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ǁŚŽƐĞ�ĐŽŵŵŝƚŵĞŶƚ�ƚŽ�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ũƵƐƟĐĞ�ǁĂƐ�ŝŶƚĞŐƌĂů�ƚŽ�ŚŝƐ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĞ�ŽĨ�:ƵĚĂŝƐŵ͘

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam, borei p’ree hagafen.

Blessed are You, Source of All, who creates the fruit of the vine.

(We drink the Second Cup of Wine.)
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,ŽŶŽƌŝŶŐ�:ŽƐŚ��ĂŬŝŵ͗�
EĞǁ��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�>ĂďŽƌ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ 

ϮϬϮϬ�DĞǇĞƌ�>ŽŶĚŽŶΎ�WƵďůŝĐ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ��ǁĂƌĚ

Josh Zakim, an attorney and community activist, was elected to the Boston City Council 
in 2013. Josh is the chair of the City Council’s Committee on Civil Rights, and previously 
chaired the Committee on Housing & Community Development and the Special Committee 
on Transportation, Infrastructure, Planning & Investment. Growing up, Josh’s parents 
instilled a strong sense of social and economic justice in him and his younger sisters. Josh’s 
father, Lenny, lived out those values every day in his work throughout Greater Boston by 
building and growing coalitions among the region’s many diverse groups. Josh brings that 
same passion for inclusiveness to his work serving the people of Boston. 

Josh has stood with the JLC in our support for hotel workers of UNITE HERE! Local 26 
across Greater Boston. This year he walked the picket line with the Battery Wharf workers. 
We at the JLC know we can count on his leadership and advocacy.

During his first term, Josh led the Council’s efforts to address issues of equity and fairness 
in Boston. He authored the Boston Trust Act to improve trust and cooperation between 
immigrant communities and law enforcement, prohibiting the Boston Police Department 
from detaining residents based on immigration status. Josh also led a series of hearings to 
investigate serious health and safety concerns faced by Boston residents in rental housing, 
improving landlord accountability and maintenance. He successfully introduced an 
ordinance extending protections for apartment tenants whose homes are converted to 
condominiums or co-ops, including increased financial safeguards for elderly, disabled, and 
low-income tenants. Josh has also convened hearings to address the unique challenges faced 
by seniors in the LGBT community in finding affordable, welcoming housing in Boston. In 
2015 he proposed a city-wide ballot referendum on Boston’s bid to host the 2024 Olympic 
Games, an effort to give the city’s residents a greater voice in the conversation.

Josh has consistently advocated for the interests of Boston’s underserved and disempowered. 
Whether holding tax-exempt institutions publicly accountable when they resisted paying 
a fair share into the city’s PILOT program or issuing the first City Council subpoenas 
in decades to hold slumlords accountable, Josh has worked to ensure that all Bostonians 
have a voice in matters of civic importance. He filed legislation to decrease barriers to the 
ballot box, allowing easier access to voter registration during routine interactions with city 
departments, including the Boston Public Schools, the Boston Public Library, and the Boston 
Transportation Department. After the election of Donald Trump, Josh led the Council in 

(cont.)

*Meyer London (December 29, 1871 – June 6, 1926) was a Jewish Congressman from New York City. He represented 
ƚŚĞ�>ŽǁĞƌ��ĂƐƚ�^ŝĚĞ�ŽĨ�DĂŶŚĂƩĂŶ͘�,Ğ�ǁĂƐ�ĂĐƟǀĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϵϭϬ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ��ůŽĂŬŵĂŬĞƌƐ�^ƚƌŝŬĞ͕�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ƚŚĞ�
/ŶƚĞƌŶĂƟŽŶĂů�>ĂĚŝĞƐ͛�'ĂƌŵĞŶƚ�tŽƌŬĞƌƐ͛�hŶŝŽŶ�;/>'thͿ�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ŽƵƚ�ϱϬ͕ϬϬϬ�ŝŶ�Ă�ƐƵĐĐĞƐƐĨƵů�ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞ�ĨŽƌ�ŚŝŐŚĞƌ�ǁĂŐĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ�ďĞƩĞƌ�ǁŽƌŬ�ĐŽŶĚŝƟŽŶƐ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞƌƐ͘�
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unanimously passing a resolution in support of immigrants with Temporary Protected Status 
(TPS) and, using Boston’s Trust Act as a model, he worked with advocates and elected officials 
from cities and towns across Massachusetts to help establish protections for immigrant 
populations in municipalities outside of Boston.

Josh graduated from the University of Pennsylvania and Northeastern University School 
of Law, and began his career at Greater Boston Legal Services (GBLS) where he represented 
working families who were facing the loss of their homes to foreclosure at the hands of 
predatory lenders. At GBLS, Josh fought for economic justice by working with stakeholders 
at all levels of government, his clients, and lenders to secure loan modifications that allowed 
most of these families to remain in their homes. Before running for office, Josh worked in the 
Public Finance group of the law firm Mintz Levin, focusing his practice on municipal bond 
transactions for the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, MassPort, and the MBTA.

Josh continues to play an active role in community organizations as a member of the 
Boston Ward 5 Democratic Committee and a board member of the Lenny Zakim Fund, an 
organization founded by his father and friends to provide financial support and management 
training to innovative non-profits dedicated to tackling complex social issues.

Josh and his wife, Grace Sullivan Zakim, live in Downtown Boston with their son, Leo.
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Eish tamid tukad al hamiz-be’ach
Lo tichbeh, lo tichbeh
Eish tamid tukad al hamiz-be’ach
Lo tichbeh, lo tichbeh

Which side are you on? 
Which side are you on my people? 
Which side are you on? 
Which side are you on my people?

^ŽŶŐ͗��ŝƐŚ�dĂŵŝĚͬtŚŝĐŚ�^ŝĚĞ��ƌĞ�zŽƵ�KŶ͍

“A perpetual fire shall keep burning on the altar. It shall not go out.” Ͷ�>ĞǀŝƟĐƵƐ�ϲ͗ϲ

Eish Tamid�ƚƵŶĞ�ďǇ�^ŚĞĨĂ�'ŽůĚ͖�
Which Side Are You On�ďǇ�&ůŽƌĞŶĐĞ�ZĞĞĐĞ͖�

DĂƐŚͲƵƉ�ďǇ�/ůĂŶĂ�>ĞƌŵĂŶ
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ZĂĐŚƚǌĂŚ�ʹ�tĂƐŚŝŶŐ�,ĂŶĚƐ��ĞĨŽƌĞ��ĂƟŶŐ
Once again, we prepare for the food to come. We need to be reminded, out loud and often,  
of the intention we have set, the purpose that drives us. 

DŽƚǌŝ͕�DĂƚǌĂŚ�ʹ��ƌĞĂĚ�ŽĨ�WŽǀĞƌƚǇ
In Hebrew, matza is known as lechem oni, which means “bread of poverty.” It also means 
“bread of oppression.” In Judaism, there is no distinction between poverty and oppression.

When people live in poverty, that is oppression.

When people don’t get paid properly for their work, that is oppression.

When we take a bite of matza, a plain flat bread that has not had time to rise, we know that to 
fight oppression, we must begin by addressing poverty. And we know that it is we who have to 
rise up.

Baruch atah adonay eloheynu meleh ha’olam hamotzi lehem min ha’aretz.

Blessed are you, Source of All, who brings forth bread from the earth.

(We eat a bite of matzah.)

(Some people follow the practice of refraining from eating any matzah in the weeks leading 
up to Passover, so that the first taste of matzah comes in the context of the actual Passover 
celebration and story-telling. You are welcome to eat or not eat the matzah as you choose.)

 
“We who believe in freedom cannot rest until it comes.” Ͷ��ůůĂ��ĂŬĞƌ

“When I walked out of prison, that was my mission, to liberate the oppressed and the oppressor 
both. Some say that has now been achieved. But I know that that is not the case. The truth is that 
we are not yet free; we have merely achieved the freedom to be free, the right not to be oppressed.
We have not taken the final step of our journey, but the first step on a longer and even more 
difficult road. For to be free is not merely to cast off one’s chains, but to live in a way that respects 
and enhances the freedom of others. The true test of our devotion to freedom is just beginning.”

Ͷ�EĞůƐŽŶ�DĂŶĚĞůĂ
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DĂƌŽƌ�ʹ��ŝƟŶŐ�ŝŶƚŽ��ŝƩĞƌŶĞƐƐ
When JLC Rabbi Barbara Penzner led a group of clergy in protest at the first Hyatt 
shareholders meeting in Chicago, she brought a large tub filled with chunks of horseradish. 
Hearing the chants outside the meeting, Hyatt’s Vice President of Human Resources came 
to speak to the clergy. Rabbi Penzner passed out the chunks of horseradish to all assembled, 
explaining that eating maror — bitter herbs — is a custom at the seder that reminds us of the 
bitterness of slavery. She then gave them to the Hyatt manager and compared the hotel chain 
to a modern Pharaoh. With 150 clergy watching, he took a bite.

We eat the bitter herb so that we, too, ingest the bitterness that causes us physical discomfort, 
so that we share in the pain that so many feel on the inside. We cannot insulate ourselves 
from the distress that others are suffering.

In solidarity with those who are still enslaved — who fight every day for survival, who live 
in fear of deportation, who know the injustice of systemic racism — for all those who are not 
free, we eat the bitter herb.

 

Baruch atah adonay eloheynu meleh ha’olam asher kideshanu 
bemitzvotav vetzivanu al achilat maror. 

Blessed are you, Source of All, who has made us holy 
with mitzvot and commanded us to eat maror.

(We eat a bite of horseradish with matzah.) 

“When we see injustice in the world, both close to home and far away, we should recognize that 
our privilege doesn’t just protect us from injustice; it comes with serious responsibility to alleviate 
it. Seeing ourselves ‘as if we went out from Egypt’ means that we should be part of the solution. 
Each of us must find a way to make a difference, to make the world better in our generation. That 
understanding is what we ingest with our symbolic foods at the Seder. When we see ourselves 
as if we, ourselves, went out from Egypt, we see ourselves as change-agents, as God’s partners in 
repairing a broken world.”

Ͷ�ZĂďďŝ��ůůĞŶ�tĞŝŶďĞƌŐ��ƌĞǇĨƵƐ
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<ŽƌĞĐŚ�ʹ�DĂƚǌĂŚ͕��ŝƩĞƌ�,ĞƌďƐ͕�ĂŶĚ��ŚĂƌŽƐĞƚ�dŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ
Korech brings together the main elements of the Passover: the bread of freedom, the bitter 
herbs of slavery, and the sweetness of hope and persistence. Bringing together all these 
different elements in the ritual Korech sandwich, we know that we are stronger together. 
We are bound together in our suffering and in solidarity we will break free.

“If I am not for myself, who will be for me?
But if I am for myself only, what am I?

And if not now, when?”
Ͷ�,ŝůůĞů

“And if not with others, how?”
Ͷ��ĚƌŝĞŶŶĞ�ZŝĐŚ
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dǌĂĨƵŶ�ʹ�dŚĞ�,ŝĚĚĞŶ�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�ZĞǀĞĂůĞĚ
At this point in the Seder, we reveal the hidden half of the middle matza, and share it with all 
assembled. Our work reveals that which is hidden: lifting up the voices of those who have 
not been heard, and bringing to light those who have become invisible. The lingering taste of 
this last piece of matza reminds us of the power we hold when we work together to transform 
slavery into freedom.

“I don’t believe you can stand for freedom for one group of people and deny it to others.”
Ͷ��ŽƌĞƩĂ�^ĐŽƩ�<ŝŶŐ

�ĂƌĞĐŚ�ʹ�dĂŬŝŶŐ�dŝŵĞ�ƚŽ�'ŝǀĞ�dŚĂŶŬƐ
Once we have eaten and are satisfied, we pause for a blessing of gratitude. Afterward, we open 
the door for Elijah, the Prophet, waiting with great anticipation his announcement that the 
time of the Messiah has arrived. That time could be now, and that person could be you. It 
is up to us to nurture all souls because any one of us could be the one to redeem this broken 
world.

If you always assume 
the person sitting next to you 
is the Messiah 
waiting for some simple human kindness —
You will soon come to weigh your words 
and watch your hands.
And if they so choose 
Not to reveal themselves 
In your time —
It will not matter.

Ͷ��ĂŶŶǇ�^ŝĞŐĞů

^ŚƵůĐŚĂŶ�KƌĞĐŚ�ʹ�dŚĞ�DĞĂů�;ǁŚŝĐŚ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ƐĞƌǀĞĚ�ƐŽŽŶ͊Ϳ
In a traditional seder, the meal would be eaten now. At today’s Labor Seder we will eat the 
meal at the end, after the last few remaining sections of our NE JLC Labor Seder ritual.
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dŚĞ�dŚŝƌĚ��ƵƉ�ŽĨ�tŝŶĞ�ʹ��ĐƟŽŶ�
�,ŽŶŽƌŝŶŐ�>ŽĐĂů�Ϯϲ��ĂƩĞƌǇ�tŚĂƌĨ�,ŽƚĞů�tŽƌŬĞƌƐ�

This cup usually appears in the Haggadah after the meal, reminding us to give thanks for the 
food, which would not be here without all of those who grew, harvested, processed, packaged, 
prepared, and served it.

The first chapter of the Book of Exodus depicts women who stood with the oppressed, 
responding to the pain they witnessed in Egypt. First the midwives, Shifra and Puah, defied 
Pharaoh’s brutal order to kill every male baby born to the Hebrew women and allowed them 
to live. Then Yocheved, Moses’s mother, courageously hid her infant child from the Egyptians 
who sought to destroy the baby boys. When she could no longer hide him, Yocheved placed 
her baby in a basket that floated along the Nile River. Moses’s older sister Miriam followed the 
basket to ensure that the baby remained alive. Finally, Pharaoh’s own daughter rescued that 
Hebrew baby and raised him in her father’s palace. Each of these women built on the courage 
and the perseverance of the ones who came before.

We dedicate this third cup to taking action. We are grateful for the work of the unions, the 
organizers, and the workers whose blood, sweat, and tears have transformed the lives of their 
coworkers and families, their workplace, and our community.
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>ŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�/ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�,ŽƚĞů�tŽƌŬĞƌƐ�^ƚŽŽĚ�ƵƉ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�KƉƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ

^ƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�hE/d��,�Z�͕�>ŽĐĂů�Ϯϲ�,ŽƚĞů�tŽƌŬĞƌƐ�
tŚŽ�tĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�^ƚƌŝŬĞ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƚŚĞ��ĂƩĞƌǇ�tŚĂƌĨ�,ŽƚĞů��

The first time Moses demanded that Pharaoh 
let the Israelites free from enslavement, Pharaoh 
responded by saying, “Moses, you are trying to 
keep them from their work! If the Israelites have all 
this time to be protesting, they must not be working 
hard enough.” He refused to let the Israelites go 
and, in fact he intensified the exploitation of the 
enslaved Israelites.

The Israelite slaves were generally expected to 
make bricks out of straw provided by their bosses 
and then use the bricks for construction. But in 
response to their initial protest, Pharaoh decreed 
that the Israelites must now gather their own 
straw, while still making the same amount of 
bricks. Of course, the Israelites were not able to 
produce as much as before, because it took time 
and energy to collect the straw. When Pharaoh 
saw the decreased production he called them lazy 
and punished them. But the Israelites continued 

(cont.)

Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam, borei p’ree hagafen.

Blessed are You, Source of All, who creates the fruit of the vine.

(We drink the Third Cup of Wine.)

“Do not do this work by yourself. Step forward, get involved and then exercise your power to 
mobilize, to organize, to convince others. Be inclusive, build a community of activists…We need 
hope, the ingredient that keeps us going when we might otherwise quit. And don’t forget the fun. 
The end doesn’t justify the means; the means are the ends. If we want joy and friendship and 
laughter at the end of the struggle, then we must have them along the way.”

Ͷ�ZƵƚŚ�DĞƐƐŝŶŐĞƌ͕ ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�tŽƌůĚ�^ĞƌǀŝĐĞ�'ůŽďĂů��ŵďĂƐƐĂĚŽƌ



YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY27

to fight for their freedom. It was a long fight  — it was not until the affliction of the Ten Plagues 
that Pharoah conceded.

From the story of the Israelites, we learn that one may not immediately escape oppressive 
conditions just by making a demand, but through persistence and standing strong, one can 
triumph. 

This fall, the JLC joined workers at the Battery Wharf Hotel when they went on strike for 
79 days. They fought for healthcare, safe work conditions and an end to discrimination and 
harassment. Rain or shine, for 79 days, the Battery Wharf workers picketed and chanted. As 
the days grew shorter and colder, they persisted and taught our whole community what strong, 
sustained action looks like. We dedicate this cup to them, not just for speaking about a need 
to address historic discrimination in the hotel industry, not just for speaking about the needs 
for protections against sexual violence, not just for speaking about the need for fair pay and 
benefits, but for taking the action necessary to make these needs a reality.

Their recent strike has encouraged workers all across Boston to fight for their rights.
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,ĂůůĞů͕�EŝƌƚǌĂŚ�ʹ��ŽŵŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ��ŶĚ͕�>ŽŽŬŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�&ƵƚƵƌĞ
Each of us has a role to play in the task of liberation; when we lift our voices together, we can 
crash through all obstacles to justice.

^ƚĂǇŝŶŐ�^ƚƌŽŶŐ͕�>ŝŬĞ�ƚŚĞ�/ƐƌĂĞůŝƚĞƐ
Rather than accept being enslaved, the Israelites decided to take a risk to fight for their people’s 
safety, and they won their their freedom from slavery. But even after they left Egypt, the 
Israelites did not find themselves in safe or humane living conditions.

We know the story well — the Israelites wandered through the desert for 40 years, not 
knowing if they would ever reach a place where they could build a better life. They didn’t know 
if they had done the right thing by choosing to fight for themselves or whether they had made a 
mistake that would only make things worse. 

But the Israelites chose not to give up hope. They knew they were fighting not only for 
themselves but for their families and for generations to come. They knew that however long 
they had to wait would be worth it to win freedom and safety. And so they chose to stay strong 
in their effort to achieve security for their community. After 40 hard years, they finally made it 
to a place where they could be safe, like they had envisioned when they first decided to fight for 
their freedom.

dŚĞ�^ƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�,ĂƌǀĂƌĚ�'ƌĂĚƵĂƚĞ�^ƚƵĚĞŶƚƐ�hŶŝŽŶ�;,'^hͿ�ʹ�h�t�>ŽĐĂů�
ϱϭϭϴ͕�ǁŚŽ�ǁĞŶƚ�ŽŶ�ƐƚƌŝŬĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŽ�ĮŐŚƚ�ĨŽƌ�Ă�ĮƌƐƚ�ĐŽŶƚƌĂĐƚ�

In April 2018, after a three-year fight, student research and teaching assistants at Harvard 
voted to form the Harvard Graduate Students Union (HGSU). They unionized because, at 
a university with a $40 billion endowment, too many student workers struggled to afford 
rent and healthcare. They unionized because, at a time of increased attacks on immigrant 
communities, immigrant and international student workers needed guarantees of safety 
and security. And they unionized because far too many student workers experienced 
discrimination and harassment on the job and lacked adequate recourse. By forming their 
union, student workers also sought to build power for the long term. “We want to have a 
greater say, greater democracy, in our working conditions,” explained Ben Green, a student 
worker in applied mathematics. 

After winning their union, student workers hoped to quickly secure a fair contract. They 
elected a bargaining committee, voted on bargaining goals, and started meeting with the 
Harvard administration. But like Pharaoh, the hearts of the Harvard administors were 
hardened. Emboldened by the Trump administration’s efforts to strip student workers at 
private universities of their legal rights, Harvard failed to bargain in good faith. And Harvard 
failed to agree to the fundamental rights that other workers on campus — and student workers 
nationwide — have secured in their contracts. 

(cont.)
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So, student workers and their allies organized. They delivered a majority petition calling for a 
fair contract; rallied for meaningful protections against discrimination and harassment; and 
organized a sit-in and one-day picket. And in October 2019, when the Harvard administration 
still would not budge, student workers voted overwhelmingly — by 90.4% — to authorize a 
strike. Olivia Woldemikael, a teaching assistant in the government department, explained, 
“We are voting to authorize a strike because student workers need basic rights and protections 
— and we need them now.”

In December 2019, student workers went on strike for four weeks. During that time, teaching 
assistants withheld teaching, office hours, and grading. Research assistants withdrew from 
their labs, databases, and archives. Every day, student workers and their supporters picketed in 
Harvard Yard and around campus. Delivery drivers refused to cross student workers’ picket 
lines. Members of the other unions on campus (such as UNITE HERE Local 26, SEIU Local 
32BJ, and the Harvard Union of Clerical and Technical Workers) joined the pickets to show 
their support, local elected officials, unions community groups. The Jewish Labor Committee 
organized rabbis from across the Boston area to sign a letter supporting student workers’ 
demands, and mobilized Boston-area Jews to join workers on the picket lines. At an interfaith 
rally with Harvard chaplains, JLC Director Ari Fertig said, “The Jewish community has a 
particular obligation to support the rights of working people.”

In response to the strike, the Harvard administration signed six new tentative agreements; 
agreed to work with a federal mediator; and stated publicly that they hoped to achieve a 
contract by the end of January 2020. This was the first time that the administration had ever 
expressed a commitment to actually achieving a contract within a finite time frame. Student 
workers went back to work on January 1, on their own terms. 

However, the fight is far from over. Nearly two years after voting to form their union, HGSU 
members are still working without a contract. And in recent weeks, the administration has 

(cont.)
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^ƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ĞĚŚĂŵ�dĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ�

This past year, Dedham teachers took the unusual step of calling the first strike by public 
school teachers in Massachusetts since 2007. On a Thursday in October 2019, the Dedham 
Education Association made the difficult decision to walk off the job after two years of 
unsuccessful negotiations with the town. Dedham Schools were closed on Friday. After 
bargaining all weekend, the three-day strike ended when the teachers ratified an agreement on 
Monday afternoon.

The teachers’ demands included increasing pay to give teachers their fair share of a 12 year 
economic boom, during which most of the financial gains have been enjoyed only at the very 
top of the economic ladder, as well as mitigating an unfair increase in health care costs for 
Dedham union employees.

In addition, they fought for reasonable limits on special educator case loads, challenging the 
administration’s demand that special educators work more hours and take a class on their 
own time without any additional compensation. They also sought language in the contract to 
protect members from sexual harassment and to limit student use of cell phones in academic 
settings.

Knowing that strikes by public educator unions are not allowed by law in Massachusetts, and 
that if the strike failed, those who supported it would likely lose their jobs, all 275 educators 
who voted to strike (out of 277) risked it all. Sticking together, they proved the value of 

once again dug in its heels. The Harvard administration 
continues to refuse protections against discrimination and 
harassment. And the administration is trying to union-
bust by insisting on a “right to work” provision that would 
deprive HGSU of the resources it needs to effectively 
represent 4,500 student workers.

So, student workers now expect to once again escalate their 
campaign this semester. And as they escalate their fight, 
they know that the entire Boston labor community — 
including the JLC — will have their backs.

Though this fight for a first contract is long and hard, 
student workers at Harvard are inspired by all those who 
came before them. As Felix Owusu, a student worker in 
public policy, said, “Our grad union grew while standing on the shoulders of giants.” And 
HGSU members know that by continuing to build power, they can and will win. As Ege 
Yumusak, a student worker in philosophy, said, Harvard “is the wealthiest university in the 
world. We can have the strongest contract, too.”

(cont.)
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dŚĞ�&ŽƵƌƚŚ��ƵƉ�ŽĨ�tŝŶĞ�ʹ�<ĞĞƉ�ZĞĂĐŚŝŶŐ�KƵƚ�hŶƟů��ůů��ƌĞ�&ƌĞĞ
After the Israelites reached the opposite shore of the Red Sea, one of the first commandments 
they received was never to become an oppressor. “Do not oppress the stranger, for you were 
strangers in the Land of Egypt.” Furthermore, they were told to love the stranger, to keep 
reaching out. None of us are free as long as others remain enslaved.

We dedicate this fourth cup to reaching out. After tonight’s Seder, we step forward into 
tomorrow, knowing what it was like to be oppressed. We move forward, committed to justice, 
seeking out all who remain in chains, and working toward their liberation.

 
Baruch atah Adonai, Eloheinu, Melech ha-olam, borei p’ree hagafen.

Blessed are You, Source of All, who creates the fruit of the vine.

(We drink the Fourth, and Final, Cup of Wine.)

collective action. The Dedham teachers achieved a fair wage offer and no uncompensated extra 
work. They continue to negotiate agreements on sexual harassment language, student cell 
phone policy and special educator caseload limits.

The JLC stands proudly beside the Dedham Education Association and applauds their 
courageous action and their historic victory for their schools, and for teachers and workers 
everywhere.
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EĞǁ��ŶŐůĂŶĚ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�>ĂďŽƌ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�DĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ��ĂŵƉĂŝŐŶ
Becoming a member is an important way to support the work of the New England JLC.  
If you are not yet a member, we invite you to join now. A membership form can be found in 
the brochures on your table.

Please stand with us as a member of the New England JLC as we mobilize voices in the Jewish 
community to advocate for fair pay, a safe working environment, and basic job security. Your 
voice gives the JLC influence and your membership donation makes the JLC’s work possible. 

Why Become a Member?
�ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ŝƚ Ɛ͛�Ă�ǀŽƚĞ�ĨŽƌ�ũƵƐƟĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬƉůĂĐĞ͘�The JLC stands up for the hard-working 
men and women in our community who struggle daily to make a decent living for themselves 
and their families, and we need you at our side in this fight. Help us be a strong Jewish voice in 
our community for fairness and equity.

�ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�ǇŽƵƌ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐŚŝƉ�ĂŵƉůŝĮĞƐ�ŽƵƌ�ǀŽŝĐĞ͘ When we meet with our elected officials or 
speak with employers, our influence increases in direct proportion to our numbers. Becoming 
a member is an important way to help us bring about change, whether in the State House or 
in local boardrooms, whether or not you have time to become more actively involved.

�ĞĐĂƵƐĞ�:>��ŝƐ�ĂŶ�ĞīĞĐƟǀĞ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ƵƐĞƐ�ŝƚƐ�ƌĞƐŽƵƌĐĞƐ�ũƵĚŝĐŝŽƵƐůǇ͘ The New 
England JLC runs on a modest budget, and much of our vital work is carried out by dedicated 
volunteers. Your membership contribution goes a long way and will have a real impact.

And if you are already a New England JLC member, please take a brochure and talk with 
others about the importance of joining. Even if they don’t have the time to get actively 
involved in the JLC’s work, it is an important way people can support our efforts for 
workplace justice.
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When the union’s inspiration through the workers blood shall run, 
There can be no power greater anywhere beneath the sun. 

Though our unity will be tested by the folks in Washington, 
We’ll keep the union strong.

Solidarity forever, Solidarity forever  
Solidarity forever, for the union makes us strong! 

They have taken untold millions that they never toiled to earn, 
But without our brain and muscle not a single wheel could turn. 

Historic income inequality, 
It makes my anger burn, 

But the union makes us strong.

Solidarity forever, Solidarity forever 
Solidarity forever, for the union makes us strong! 

Ύ͟^ŽůŝĚĂƌŝƚǇ�&ŽƌĞǀĞƌ͟�ǁĂƐ�ǁƌŝƩĞŶ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϭϱ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�/ŶĚƵƐƚƌŝĂů�tŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�tŽƌůĚ�;/ttͿ�ďǇ�ŽŶĞ�ŽĨ�ŝƚƐ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ͕�ZĂůƉŚ��ŚĂƉůŝŶ͘�
It is one of the most famous songs of the U.S. labor movement, having been adopted by various unions and working class 
ƐƚƌƵŐŐůĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ�ĂŶĚ�ďĞǇŽŶĚ͘��ŚĂƉůŝŶ�ďĞŐĂŶ�ǁƌŝƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƐŽŶŐ�ǁŚŝůĞ�Ăƚ�Ă�ĐŽĂů�ŵŝŶĞƌƐ͛�ƐƚƌŝŬĞ�ŝŶ�tĞƐƚ�sŝƌŐŝŶŝĂ͘
>ǇƌŝĐƐ�ĂĚĂƉƚĞĚ�ďǇ�>ŝƐĂ�'ĂůůĂƟŶ͘

^ŽŶŐ͗�^ŽůŝĚĂƌŝƚǇ�&ŽƌĞǀĞƌ*
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:ĞǁŝƐŚ�>ĂďŽƌ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ͕���,ŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�^ƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�hƉ�ĂŶĚ�^ƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ�KƵƚ
tĞ�ĂƌĞ�ƉƌŽƵĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽŶŐ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌǇ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�>ĂďŽƌ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�;:>�Ϳ�ŝŶ�ƐƚĂŶĚŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƉĞĂŬŝŶŐ�ƵƉ�
ĨŽƌ�:ĞǁƐ͕�ĨŽƌ�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĨŽƌ�ǀŝĐƟŵƐ�ŽĨ�ĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ͘

:>��ǁĂƐ�ĨŽƌŵĞĚ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϯϰ�ďǇ�ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ŽĨ�ǁŚĂƚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƚŚĞŶ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�͞,ĞďƌĞǁ�ŶĞĞĚůĞ�ƚƌĂĚĞ�ƵŶŝŽŶƐ͟�ŝŶ�
ƌĞƐƉŽŶƐĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝƐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�EĂǌŝ�ŵŽǀĞŵĞŶƚ�ŝŶ��ƵƌŽƉĞ͘��ĞĨŽƌĞ�ĂŶĚ�ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�^ƚĂƚĞƐ�ĞŶƚƌǇ�ŝŶƚŽ�
tŽƌůĚ�tĂƌ�//͕�ƚŚĞ�:>��ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝĐĂƟŽŶ�ĐŚĂŶŶĞůƐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƵŶĚĞƌŐƌŽƵŶĚ�ĂŶƟͲEĂǌŝ�ůĂďŽƌ͕ �ƐŽĐŝĂůŝƐƚ�
ĂŶĚ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŝŶ�ŽĐĐƵƉŝĞĚ��ƵƌŽƉĞ͘�:>��ƌĂŝƐĞĚ�ĨƵŶĚƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁĞĂƉŽŶƐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǁĞƌĞ�ƐŵƵŐŐůĞĚ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�
tĂƌƐĂǁ�'ŚĞƩŽ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞĚ�ĂŶ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ĐŽŽƌĚŝŶĂƟŶŐ�ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�ŽĨ��ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶ�ƚƌĂĚĞ�ƵŶŝŽŶ�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ�
ŽƉĞƌĂƟŶŐ�ŝŶ�ĞǆŝůĞ�ǁŚŽ�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƐĐƵĞ�ǁĞůů�ŽǀĞƌ�Ă�ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�ĂŶĚ�ŶŽŶͲ:ĞǁŝƐŚ�ƉŽůŝƟĐĂů�ĂŶĚ�
ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ůĞĂĚĞƌƐ͘

�ŌĞƌ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂƌ�ƚŚĞ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�>ĂďŽƌ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�ǁĂƐ�ĂĐƟǀĞůǇ�ŝŶǀŽůǀĞĚ�ŝŶ�ƌĞůŝĞĨ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞŚĂďŝůŝƚĂƟŽŶ�ǁŽƌŬ�ĨŽƌ�
ƚŚĞ�ƐƵƌǀŝǀŽƌƐ͘�:>��ƐƚĂī�ǁŽƌŬĞĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ĚŝƐƉůĂĐĞĚ�ƉĞƌƐŽŶƐ�ŝŶ�ƉŽƐƚͲǁĂƌ��W�ĐĂŵƉƐ͕�ĐŚŝůĚƌĞŶ Ɛ͛�ŚŽŵĞƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�
ŽƚŚĞƌ�ŶĞǁůǇ�ƌĞͲĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ͘�
tŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�zŝĚĚŝƐŚͲůĂŶŐƵĂŐĞ�Jewish Daily 
Forward�ĂŶĚ�ƚŚĞ�EĞǁ�zŽƌŬ�ƌĂĚŝŽ�ƐƚĂƟŽŶ�t�s�͕�
:>��ǁĂƐ�ĂďůĞ�ƚŽ�ƌĞŶĞǁ�ƟĞƐ�ďĞƚǁĞĞŶ�ĨĂŵŝůǇ�
ŵĞŵďĞƌƐ�ĚŝƐƌƵƉƚĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ǁĂƌ�ĂŶĚ�ŚĞůƉ�ďƌŝŶŐ�
ƚŚĞƐĞ�ƐĐĂƩĞƌĞĚ�ƌĞŵŶĂŶƚƐ�ďĂĐŬ�ŝŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽůĚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ůĂƌŐĞƌ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�ǁŽƌůĚ͘

�Ɛ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ĂƐ�ϭϵϰϰ�:>��ƐƚĂƌƚĞĚ�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂĐƟǀŝƟĞƐ�
ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�ƌĂĐŝƐŵ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǁŽƌŬƉůĂĐĞ͘�:>��ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�
ŶĞĂƌůǇ�ƚǁŽ�ĚŽǌĞŶ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĞƐ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŵďĂƚ�
ƌĂĐŝƐŵ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶƚŽůĞƌĂŶĐĞ�ĂĐƌŽƐƐ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�^ƚĂƚĞƐ�
ĂŶĚ��ĂŶĂĚĂ͘�dŚĞƐĞ�ůŽĐĂů�ĐŽŵŵŝƩĞĞƐ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�ƚŚĞ�
ĨŽƵŶĚĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ��&>��ŝǀŝů�ZŝŐŚƚƐ��ĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚ͘�
:>��ĚŝƐƚƌŝďƵƚĞĚ�ƚĞŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚŽƵƐĂŶĚƐ�ŽĨ�ƉŝĞĐĞƐ�ŽĨ�ůŝƚĞƌĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ƐŚŽǁĞĚ�ĮůŵƐƚƌŝƉƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĂŶ�͞ƌƵŵŽƌ�ĐůŝŶŝĐƐ͟�ƚŽ�
ĐŽŵďĂƚ�ƌĂĐŝƐŵ͘�/Ŷ�ƟŵĞ͕�:>��ŚĞůƉĞĚ�Ă�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ůĂƌŐĞƐƚ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ƵŶŝŽŶƐ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ŽǁŶ�Đŝǀŝů�
ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ĚĞƉĂƌƚŵĞŶƚƐ͘

:>��ƉůĂǇĞĚ�Ă�ŬĞǇ�ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂƚĞ�ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�Đŝǀŝů�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ůĞŐŝƐůĂƟŽŶ͕�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�Đŝǀŝů�
ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ŵĂƌĐŚĞƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ϭϵϱϬƐ�ĂŶĚ�͚ϲϬƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�>ĞĂĚĞƌƐŚŝƉ��ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ĨŽƌ��ŝǀŝů�ZŝŐŚƚƐ͘�KƵƌ�ĞīŽƌƚƐ�
ĚƵƌŝŶŐ�ƚŚĂƚ�ĞƌĂ�ŝŶĐůƵĚĞĚ�Ă�ŬĞǇ�ƌŽůĞ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ĨŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�&Ăƌŵ�tŽƌŬĞƌƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƐĂŐĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
&Ăŝƌ��ŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ�WƌĂĐƟĐĞƐ��Đƚ�ŝŶ��ĂůŝĨŽƌŶŝĂ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚĂĸŶŐ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ŚŝƐƚŽƌŝĐ�ϭϵϲϯ�DĂƌĐŚ�ŽŶ�
tĂƐŚŝŶŐƚŽŶ͘

^ŽŵĞƟŵĞ�ĂŌĞƌ�tŽƌůĚ�tĂƌ�//͕�ŝƚ�ďĞĐĂŵĞ�ĐůĞĂƌ�ƚŽ�:>��ƚŚĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�^ŽǀŝĞƚ�ƌĞŐŝŵĞ�ǁĂƐ�ĞŶŐĂŐĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ă�ĐŽŶĐĞƌƚĞĚ�
ƉŽůŝĐǇ�ŽĨ�ĚŝƐĐƌŝŵŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ĂŐĂŝŶƐƚ�:ĞǁƐ�ŝŶ�ĞŵƉůŽǇŵĞŶƚ͕�ĞĚƵĐĂƟŽŶ͕�ĐƵůƚƵƌĞ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐŝŽŶ͕�ŶŽƚ�
ĂīŽƌĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞŵ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ŽĨ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƌĞĐŽŐŶŝǌĞĚ�ĞƚŚŶŝĐ�ĂŶĚ�ƌĞůŝŐŝŽƵƐ�ŐƌŽƵƉƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ŵƵůƟͲĞƚŚŶŝĐ�^ŽǀŝĞƚ�
ƉŽƉƵůĂƟŽŶ͘�/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ĞĂƌůǇ�ϭϵϲϬ Ɛ͛�:>��ǁĂƐ�Ă�ĨŽƵŶĚŝŶŐ�ŵĞŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�EĂƟŽŶĂů��ŽŶĨĞƌĞŶĐĞ�ŽŶ�^ŽǀŝĞƚ�
:ĞǁƌǇ͘�dǁŽ�ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ�ůĂƚĞƌ�:>��ĨŽƌŵĞĚ�Ă�ƐƉĞĐŝĂů�ƚƌĂĚĞ�hŶŝŽŶ��ŽƵŶĐŝů�ĨŽƌ�^ŽǀŝĞƚ�:ĞǁƌǇ͕�ŚĞĂĚĞĚ�ďǇ�>ĂŶĞ�

(cont.)



YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY

YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY35

<ŝƌŬůĂŶĚ͕�ƚŚƌŽƵŐŚ�ǁŚŝĐŚ��ŵĞƌŝĐĂŶ�ƚƌĂĚĞ�ƵŶŝŽŶƐ�͞ĂĚŽƉƚĞĚ͛�ƌĞĨƵƐĞŶŝŬƐ͕�ƉƌŽƚĞƐƚĞĚ�ŶŽŶͲĚĞůŝǀĞƌǇ�ŽĨ�ŵĂŝů�
ƚŽ�^ŽǀŝĞƚ�:ĞǁƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ĚĞŵĂŶĚĞĚ�ĨƵůů�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ�ĨŽƌ�:ĞǁƐ�ůŝǀŝŶŐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�h^^Z�Ͷ�ŝŶĐůƵĚŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌŝŐŚƚ�ƚŽ�ůĞĂǀĞ�ƚŚĞ�
h^^Z͘

�Ɛ�ƚŚĞ�hŶŝƚĞĚ�EĂƟŽŶƐ�ǁĂƐ�ĚĞďĂƟŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƌĞĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ǁŚĂƚ�ǁŽƵůĚ�ƵůƟŵĂƚĞůǇ�ďĞ�ĐĂůůĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�^ƚĂƚĞ�ŽĨ�/ƐƌĂĞů͕�
:>��ƉůĂǇĞĚ�Ă�ůŝƩůĞͲŬŶŽǁŶ�ďĞŚŝŶĚͲƚŚĞͲƐĐĞŶĞƐ�ƌŽůĞ͕�ǁŽƌŬŝŶŐ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƐŽĐŝĂůŝƐƚ�ůĂďŽƌ�ĂŶĚ�ƚƌĂĚĞ�ƵŶŝŽŶŝƐƚ�ĂůůŝĞƐ�
ŝŶ�Ă�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌŝĞƐ�ƚŽ�ƐĞĐƵƌĞ�ƚŚĞŝƌ�ƌĞƉƌĞƐĞŶƚĂƟǀĞƐ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ͘��ŌĞƌ�/ƐƌĂĞů�ǁĂƐ�ĞƐƚĂďůŝƐŚĞĚ�ŝŶ�ϭϵϰϳ͕ �
:>��ůĞŶƚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĞŶƚ�ĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŽƉĞƌĂƟǀĞƐ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�ǇŽƵŶŐ�ĐŽƵŶƚƌǇ͕�ĂƐƐŝƐƚĞĚ�Ă�ŶƵŵďĞƌ�ŽĨ�ůĂďŽƌͲƌĞůĂƚĞĚ�
ĂŶĚ�ĐƵůƚƵƌĂů�ŝŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶƐ͕�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌŽǀŝĚĞĚ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞƐĞƩůĞŵĞŶƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂďƐŽƌƉƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƐŽŵĞ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌĞŵŶĂŶƚƐ�ŽĨ��ƵƌŽƉĞĂŶ�:ĞǁƌǇ͘

/Ŷ�ƚŚĞ�ƉĂƐƚ�ĚĞĐĂĚĞƐ͕�ƚŚĞ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�>ĂďŽƌ��ŽŵŵŝƩĞĞ�ŚĂƐ�ŵŽďŝůŝǌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ůĂďŽƌ�ĐĂŵƉĂŝŐŶƐ�ĨŽƌ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌ�
ƌŝŐŚƚƐ͗�ũĂŶŝƚŽƌƐ͕�ĐŽŶƐƚƌƵĐƟŽŶ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͕�ŚŽƚĞů�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͕�ƐĞĐƵƌŝƚǇ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͕�ŚŽƐƉŝƚĂů�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͕�ŵĞĂƚ�ƉĂĐŬĞƌƐ͕�
ĂŝƌƉŽƌƚƐ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͕�ƚĞĂĐŚĞƌƐ͕�ƚĞůĞƉŚŽŶĞ�ĐŽŵƉĂŶǇ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͕�ĨĂƌŵ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͕�ĐŽůůĞŐĞ�ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ͕�ŐƌĂĚƵĂƚĞ�
ƐƚƵĚĞŶƚ�ĨĂĐƵůƚǇ͕�ĨĂƐƚ�ĨŽŽĚ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͕�ƐŽĐŝĂů�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌƐ͘�tĞ�ŚĂǀĞ�ĞŶĐŽƵƌĂŐĞĚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞĚ�ƵƐĞ�
ŽĨ�ƵŶŝŽŶ�ŵĂĚĞ�ŐŽŽĚƐ�ĂŶĚ�ƵŶŝŽŶ�ƐĞƌǀŝĐĞƐ͘�tĞ�ĞĚƵĐĂƚĞ�ƚŚĞ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�ĐŽŵŵƵŶŝƚǇ�ĂďŽƵƚ�ƚŚĞƐĞ�ŝƐƐƵĞƐ�ĂŶĚ�
ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĞ�ƉĞŽƉůĞ�ƚŽ�ƐƉĞĂŬ�ŽƵƚ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌƐ͘

:>��ƐƚĂŶĚƐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĚĞƚĞƌŵŝŶĞĚ�:ĞǁŝƐŚ�ǀŽŝĐĞ�ŝŶ�ƐƵƉƉŽƌƚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ�ĚŝƐĞŶĨƌĂŶĐŚŝƐĞĚ͕�ƚŚĞ�ǁĞĂŬ͕�ƚŚĞ�ĚĞĨĞŶƐĞůĞƐƐ�
Žƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ͘�KƵƌ�ǀŽŝĐĞ�ŝƐ�ŶĞĞĚĞĚ�ŵŽƌĞ�ƚŚĂŶ�ĞǀĞƌ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƚŚĞ�ĐƵƌƌĞŶƚ�ĞƌŽƐŝŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ͷ�ĂŶĚ�ŝŶĚĞĞĚ�ĂƩĂĐŬ�
ŽŶ�Ͷ�ǁŽƌŬĞƌ�ƌŝŐŚƚƐ͕�ǁŝƚŚ�ŝŵŵŝŐƌĂŶƚƐ�ŝŶ�ũĞŽƉĂƌĚǇ͕�ĂŶĚ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƌĂĐŝƐŵ�ĂŶĚ�ĂŶƟƐĞŵŝƟƐŵ�ĂůĂƌŵŝŶŐůǇ�ŽŶ�ƚŚĞ�
ƌŝƐĞ͘�tĞ�ŚŽƉĞ�ǇŽƵ�ǁŝůů�ũŽŝŶ�ǁŝƚŚ�ƵƐ�ŝŶ�ŽƵƌ�ǁŽƌŬ�ĂŶĚ�ƐƚƌĞŶŐƚŚĞŶ�ŽƵƌ�ǀŽŝĐĞ͘
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To everyone who helped make 
this Labor Seder possible — especially those 
contributors listed on the following pages — 

we deeply appreciate your support. 

A special thanks to our Gold Sponsors:
Intercontinental Real Estate Corporation 

New England Regional Council of Carpenters 
Massachusetts AFL-CIO 

UNITE HERE!

and to our Silver Sponsor:
Massachusetts Teachers Association

 

HAPPY PASSOVER!



IS PROUD TO TAKE PART IN CELEBRATING
The New England Jewish Labor Committee’s 20th Annual Labor Seder.

Congratulations and thank you to Honorees Thomas J. Flynn 
and Josh Zakim for their phenomenal and 

continuing efforts to realize a more just world.
We also proudly recognize UNITE HERE 26 Battery Wharf Hotel Workers

Harvard Graduate Student Union UAW 5118 Region 9A and
Dedham Education Association for their hard-fought wins.



The HYM Investment Group, LLC 
is a proud sponsor of 

the New England JLC’s 20th 
Annual Labor Seder.

 A special congratulations to all 
those being honored tonight, 

especially Councilor Zakim and 
Thomas Flynn. 



The Boston City Council

wants to congratulate 

our former colleague and

forever friend

Josh Zakim

 
Boston City Councilors

Kim Janey

Annissa Essaibi George

Michael Flaherty

Julia Mejia

Michelle Wu

Lydia Edwards

Ed Flynn

Frank Baker

Andrea Campbell

Ricardo Arroyo

Matt O'Malley

Kenzie Bok

Liz Breadon



We congratulate honorees

the Honorable  Josh Zakim 

and 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Tom Flynn

for their commitment to 

the dignity of workers and

economic justice

Senator Joe Boncore

Senator Sal DiDomenico

Rep. Adrian Madaro

Rep. Dan Ryan

Rep. Aaron Michlewitz

Councilor Lydia Edwards



 

 
 

Building Pathways is pleased 
to join the New England Jewish 

Labor Committee 
in honoring Tom Flynn and 

Josh Zakim and in recognizing 
UNITE HERE 26, UAW 5118 
Region 9A, and the Dedham 

Education Association.  
 
 

 
 

Mazel Tov 
and Yasher Koach

from

Temple Beth Zion
(www.tbzbrookline.org)

Rabbi Claudia Kreiman, 
Senior Rabbi

Rabbi Moshe Waldoks, 
Founding Rabbi

Councilor Josh Zakim and
Tom Flynn

Congratulations to the NEJLC
2020 Honorees!

Tram T. Nguyen
State Representative

18th Essex District



IBEW Local 2222 Is Proud to Support 
New England Jewish Labor Committee

& We Wish You a Joyous Passover

IBEW Local 2222
Telephone, Video & High-Tech Workers – Boston, MA

WWW.IBEW2222.ORG

UNITE HERE 26 Battery Wharf Hotel Workers

The Massachusetts Nurses Associations is proud to join 

the New England Jewish Labor Committee in honoring:

and recognizing 

Dedham Education Associaiton

Tom Flynn and Josh Zakim

Harvard Graduate Student Union UAW 5118 Region 9A

UNITE HERE 26 Battery Wharf Hotel Workers

The Massachusetts Nurses Associations is proud to join 

the New England Jewish Labor Committee in honoring:

and recognizing 

Dedham Education Associaiton

Tom Flynn and Josh Zakim

Harvard Graduate Student Union UAW 5118 Region 9A

Massachusetts
Nurses
Association

We also recognize

The Massachusetts Nurses Association is proud to celebrate the
thNew England Jewish Labor Committee’s 19  Annual Labor Seder.

and Brian Doherty
Secretary Treasurer/General Agent of the Metro Building Trades Council

National Grid United Steel Workers – Local 12003 and 12012

Donald Siegel, outgoing Co-Chair of the NEJLC 

We join you in honoring

Rabbi Jill Jacobs
Executive Director of T'ruah, the Rabbinic Call for Human Rights

Local 26 Hotel Workers

We also recognize

The Massachusetts Nurses Association is proud to celebrate the
thNew England Jewish Labor Committee’s 19  Annual Labor Seder.

and Brian Doherty
Secretary Treasurer/General Agent of the Metro Building Trades Council

National Grid United Steel Workers – Local 12003 and 12012

Donald Siegel, outgoing Co-Chair of the NEJLC 

We join you in honoring

Rabbi Jill Jacobs
Executive Director of T'ruah, the Rabbinic Call for Human Rights

Local 26 Hotel Workers titi
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THE OFFICERS AND EXECUTIVE BOARD 
OF THE 

MASSACHUSETTS BUILDING TRADES 
COUNCIL, AFL-CIO 

ARE PROUD TO SUPPORT 
 THE NEW ENGLAND 

JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE’S 

20TH ANNUAL LABOR SEDER 
�

Francis X. Callahan, Jr. 
President 

Jeff Sullivan 
Vice President 

Louis A. Mandarini, Jr. 
Secretary/Treasurer 

  



COMBINED JEWISH PHILANTHROPIES
celebrates the

New England Jewish Labor Committee
on the occasion of the

20th Annual JLC New England Labor Seder

We join you in honoring
Josh Zakim 
Tom Flynn

We salute you all for your dedication to social justice and 
to creating workplaces that help all people 

build a life of meaning and purpose.

Thank you for all you do.

MAY YOU GO FROM STRENGTH TO STRENGTH

Best Wishes to the 
N.E. Jewish Labor Committee

from the 
Massachusetts UAW CAP Council

UAW Locals 422, 470, 1596, 1981, 
2232, 2320, 2322 & 2324

The Mazur/Feldstein household 
supports the New England 

Jewish Labor Committee Labor Seder 
and sends all honorees best wishes.

— Amy, Mike, Gabe and Jesse



– Sidney Topol –

In memory of my brother, Julius Topol

A Courageous Fighter 
for Civil and Labor Rights

He marched in Selma



AFT Massachusetts

recognizes and commends 
the outstanding work of the 

New England Jewish 
Labor Committee

and congratulates this year’s honorees



CONGRATULATIONS TOM ON YOUR AWARDCONGRATULATIONS TOM ON YOUR AWARD
O’REILLY, GROSSO, GROSS & JONES, P.C.O’REILLY, GROSSO, GROSS & JONES, P.C.

The Greater Boston Labor
Council congratulates today's
Labor Seder honorees. We are
proud to fight alongside you as
we build a better world.

REPRESENTING 100,000  WORKERS AND THEIR FAMILIES. 

 

BUILDING WORKER POWER AND POWER FOR THE

WORKING CLASS. 

Follow us on Facebook & Twitter:
@bostonunioncity or visit us gblc.us



“All who are hungry, let them enter and eat.”
“All who are in need, let them come celebrate Passover with us.”

The BTU is proud to join with the Boston Jewish Labor Committee 
in its pursuit of freedom and justice.

LISA DUNLEA
VICE PRESIDENT, INSTITUTIONAL BANKING 
857.524.1020 • LDUNLEA@EBSB.COM

EAST BOSTON SAVINGS BANK 
IS A PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE
NEW ENGLAND JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE’S 

20TH ANNUAL LABOR SEDER

MEMBER FDIC. MEMBER DIF.



 
Q: Why are these plumbers
different from all others?

 
A: Because they are union.

 

WE  AR E  P L E A S ED  T O

SU P POR T

T H E  NEW  ENG L AND

J EW I S H  L A BOR

COMM I T T E E  

L A BOR  S ED ER



R�K�UjP�1�Q�WkP�K�W8Y�8.�Wj)�,QjPlJ��~W��,W�UiN�R�V�W�F�+�M�U,V�X�U,6�NkIj&�
�
,Q�HYHU\�JHQHUDWLRQ��HDFK�LQGLYLGXDO�VKRXOG�IHHO�SHUVRQDOO\�UHGHHPHG�IURP�(J\SW��DV�LW�LV�ZULWWHQ��
´<RX�VKDOO�H[SODLQ�WR�\RXU�FKLOG�RQ�WKDW�GD\��LW�LV�EHFDXVH�RI�ZKDW�WKH�(WHUQDO�2QH�GLG�IRU�PH��ZKHQ�
,�ZHQW�IUHH�IURP�(J\SWµ��([RGXV����������
�
7KHUHIRUH��ZH�VKRXOG�ZRUN��VSHDN�RXW��VWULYH��DQG�ILJKW�IRU�WKH�UHGHPSWLRQ�RI�DOO�WKH�SHRSOHV�RI�WKH�
ZRUOG��DV�LW�LV�ZULWWHQ��<́RX�VKDOO�QRW�RSSUHVV�D�VWUDQJHU��IRU�\RX�NQRZ�WKH�IHHOLQJV�RI�WKH�VWUDQJHU��
KDYLQJ�\RXUVHOYHV�EHHQ�VWUDQJHUV�LQ�WKH�ODQG�RI�(J\SWµ��([RGXV��������
� � � � � � from A Night of Questions: A Passover Haggadah 
�
�

,Q�JUDWLWXGH�WR�DOO�WKRVH�ZKRVH�OLYHV�HPERG\�WKH�PHVVDJH�RI�WKH�3DVVRYHU�VHGHU���
HVSHFLDOO\�7RP�)O\QQ�DQG�-RVK�=DNLP���
0D\�\RX�JR�IURP�VWUHQJWK�WR�VWUHQJWK��
�
5DEEL�%DUEDUD�3HQ]QHU�DQG�%ULDQ�5RVPDQ��

In every generation, each individual should feel 
personally redeemed from Egypt, as it is written, 
“You shall explain to your child on that day, it is 
because of what the Eternal One did for me, when 
I went free from Egypt” (Exodus 13:8).

Therefore, we should work, speak out, strive, and 
fight for the redemption of all the peoples of the 
world, as it is written: “You shall not oppress a 
stranger, for you know the feelings of the stranger, 
having yourselves been strangers in the land of 
Egypt” (Exodus 21:9).

from A Night of Questions: A Passover Haggadah

In gratitude to all those whose lives embody 
the message of the Passover seder, 

especially Tom Flynn and Josh Zakim.

May you go from strength to strength!

Rabbi Barbara Penzner and Brian Rosman

A VOICE FOR WORKING FAMILIES
112 Exchange Street, Lynn, MA 01901 • 781-598-2760

www.local201iuecwa.org

William Maher, Business Agent
Adam Kaszynski, President

Thomas O’Shea, Vice President/Recording Secretary

Mazal Tov from the IOWA team — 
Rabbi David Jaffe, Dan Gelbtuch, 

Sam Fine and Mimi Micner.



,ŽŶŽƌĞĚ�ƚŽ�ĐŽŶƟŶƵĞ�ƚŚĞ�
�ǆŽĚƵƐ�ƚŽŐĞƚŚĞƌ�Ͷ�
ĨƌŽŵ�ϮϬ�ƚŽ�ϭϮϬ͕
DĂǌĂů�ƚŽǀ͊

Rabbi Victor H. Reinstein
ϰϯ�>ŽĐŚƐƚĞĂĚ��ǀĞŶƵĞ͕�:W���ǁǁǁ͘ŶĞŚĂƌƐŚĂůŽŵ͘ŽƌŐ

Dick
Bauer�

Technical Assistance, Mentoring, Supervision, and Training
Regarding Appeals and Housing Matters

for Legal Services and Other Public Interest Advocates
857-600-2143

attorneydickbauer@gmail.com
https://lawyersclearinghouse.org/dick-bauer/



“A Hundred Years of 
Making Women’s Votes Count”

SAVE THE DATE: 
June 26-28, 2020 

34th Annual Summer Institute 
Worcester State University

CHILDCARE PROVIDED

Join us for a weekend of leadership 
development and connecting with women 
from unions and community organizations.

COME TO LEARN. LEAVE TO LEAD! 
www.wildlabor.org • 617-328-1696



Happy Passover 
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�
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Congratulations to the JLC 
for 20 years working in 

pursuit of economic justice. 
 

201 Central Street Somerville, MA 
617-625-0333 www.templebnaibrith.org 

www.bostonneca.org

are proud to join with the 
Jewish Labor Committee in honoring

Thomas J. Flynn and Josh Zakim 
for their years of work on behalf of economic and social 
justice in New England, America and around the world.

The responsible employers of the
Boston Chapter of the

National Electrical Contractors Association



The Field Services Organization, representing employees of  the Massachusetts 
Teachers Association, proudly support the Jewish Labor Committee 

DQG�DOO�ZKR�¿JKW�IRU�MXVWLFH�RQ�WKH�MRE�HYHU\�GD\�

“The labor movement was the principal 
force that transformed misery and 
despair into hope and progress.”
²�5HY��'U��0DUWLQ�/XWKHU�.LQJ��-U�

Happy Passover!

3KLOLS�.DW]��3UHVLGHQW
Roberta James, Vice President

Chag Sameach!

Justice, Justice You Shall Pursue





We honor the 
Jewish Labor 

Committee for 
its relentless 

commitment to 
economic justice. 

 


Barbara and Steve Grossman

Temple Hillel B’nai Torah 
stands proudly with 
workers and the 
New England JLC.

Thank you to the Co-Chairs, 
HBT past President Ashley Adams 
and our rabbi Barbara Penzner.

At Kahal B’raira, we combine  
Jewish culture, identity,  

holidays, and life-cycle events  
with secular humanism. 

Please visit our warm  
and dynamic community. 

Greater Boston’s Congregation  
for Humanistic Judaism

765 Concord Ave,  
Cambridge, MA  02138

www.kahalbraira.org 

617-431-3994



Congratulations 
and onward with the 

Jewish Labor Committee.

3 4
Dahlia Rudavsky and Bob Jampol

TEL: (617) 722-2011
FAX: (617) 722-2238

Kay.Khan@MAhouse.gov

STATE HOUSE, ROOM 146
BOSTON, MA 02133-1054
www.kaykhan.org

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

11th MIDDLESEX DISTRICT

KAY KHAN
CHAIR

JOINT COMMITTEE 
CHILDREN, FAMILIES & PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES

We are proud to partner with
Jewish Labor Committee

in the Jewish fight for justice.

JOIN for Justice is building a powerful field of Jewish leaders capable 
of effectively organizing for justice, both inside and outside Jewish 
communities in the US. We organize because, in the words of Emma 
Lazarus, “Until we are all free, we are none of us free” — our destinies 
are bound up as one.



In Tribute To

The New England Jewish Labor Committee 
and its esteemed honorees

Boston City Councilor
Josh Zakim

&
Tom Flynn 

Executive Secretary-Treasurer, NASRCC

for their efforts in pursuit of  economic justice

Rabbi Carl M. Perkins 
Cantor Jamie Gloth 

Melissa Rudman, Executive Director 
Arlene Bryer, President
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Michael Felsen and Tolle Graham

Enjoy the ride.

Traffic? 
What traffic?

Why drive when you can fly? Enjoy fast flights with convenient 
connections through Boston and easy day trips to the Islands, too.
Now o�ering daily, year-round service from Hyannis, Martha’s Vineyard
and Nantucket to New York City’s JFK.

Boston
Provincetown

Hyannis

Nantucket
Martha’s Vineyard

White 
Plains

NYC

New Bedford

Easy ground transport.

JFK
Summer service

Year-round service

capeair.com     800-CAPE-AIR   
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USW Local 12003

Congratulations 
to this year’s honorees 

Thomas Flynn and Josh Zakim

Let us not 
overlook 
vital things, 
because of 
the bulk of 
trifles that 
confront us.

~ Emma Goldman

33 Harrison Ave. 7th Floor
Boston, MA 02111



Allen F. Boyer
Business Manager

Pasquale Pappagallo 
President

-RVHSK�%RQ¿JOLR�
Secretary Treasurer

Laborers’ International Union of North America
General Construction Local 151

1035 Cambridge Street 
Suite 17A, Cambridge, MA 02141

Telephone: (617) 876-8081
Fax:  (617) 492-0490

Robert Passacantilli
Louis Bacci
Joseph Rego
Kevin Paiva
Bobby Santos
Maury Fields
Herman Brown
Robert McEachern

Vice President
Recording Secretary
Executive Board
Executive Board
Auditor
Auditor
Auditor
Sergeant at Arms

>ŽƵŝƐ��͘�DĂŶĚĂƌŝŶŝ͕�:ƌ͘
Business Manager/Secretary-Treasurer

:ŽƐĞƉŚ�W͘ �DĂŶĚĂƌŝŶŝ͕�:ƌ͘
�ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ��ŽĂƌĚ

�ĞƐƚ�tŝƐŚĞƐ͕�
>��KZ�Z^͛�>K��>�ϮϮ
ϯϱ�,ŝŐŚůĂŶĚ��ǀĞ͕͘�DĂůĚĞŶ͕�D��ϬϮϭϰϴ

�ĂŶŝĞů�KƩĂǀŝĂŶŽ
President

DŝĐŚĂĞů��ŝŵŵŝŶŽ
 Recording Secretary

WĂƐƋƵĂůĞ�sŝŐůŝŽƩĂ
sŝĐĞ�WƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ

:ŽŶĂƚŚĂŶ��ŝŵŝŶŽ
�ǆĞĐƵƟǀĞ��ŽĂƌĚ



Robert and Marion Ross
In Solidarity

We look forward to a time when 
Hope and History Rhyme

MAZEL TOV to
Tom Flynn, Executive Secretary-Treasurer of the North Atlantic States Regional Council of Carpenters (NASRCC) 
and Josh Zakim, former City Councilor on being honored by the New England Jewish Labor Committee. And thanks 
to UNITE HERE 26 Battery Wharf Hotel Workers, Harvard Graduate Student Union UAW 5118 and the Dedham 
Education Association for their incredible resolve and courage in securing social and economic justice for their 
members and other employees throughout the Commonwealth. 

Kudos, with enormous gratitude, admiration and inspiration to Tom Flynn, for his leadership of 50,000 carpenters 
and his resolve to insure that construction workers are treated fairly and honorably by employers, receive the 
wages and benefits mandated by collective bargaining agreements and are positioned to provide for their families, 
their retirements and their communities. Tom is committed to making his union a welcoming and comfortable 
setting for all workers and encouraging greater diversity in leadership roles in the Council. 

And to former City Councilor Josh Zakim, for his longstanding dedication and service as Boston City Councilor 
as he steps down from the Council, on his unwavering commitment to human rights and economic justice and 
making the City of Boston a better place for working families. 

To those workers who took on corporate interests, a prestigious university and a public school system, we all 
admire your daring and success. 

To all those honored, thank you, thank you. May you go from strength to strength and continue to be an 
inspiration and a role model for all of us.

~ Joanne and Edward Goldstein

Thank you to the 
Jewish Labor Committee of New England

for your tireless efforts and inspiring vision
to bring justice and equity to all!

— Rabbi Andrew Vogel, 
Temple Sinai, Brookline MA

Rabbi Leonard Gordon, D. Min.
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UDEEL#EQDLWLNYDKPD�RUJ���
�����:DVKLQJWRQ�6WUHHW���

FHOO��������������
bnaitikvahma.org
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tŝƚŚ�ŐƌĞĂƚ�ƌĞƐƉĞĐƚ�ĂŶĚ�ĂĚŵŝƌĂƟŽŶ

ZĂďďŝ��ůĂŝŶĞ�^͘��ĞĐŚĞƌ
�ĂŶƚŽƌ�ZŽǇ��͘��ŝŶŚŽƌŶ
ZĂďďŝ�^ƵǌŝĞ�:ĂĐŽďƐŽŶ
ZĂďďŝ�:ĞŶ�'Ƶďŝƚǌ

ZĂďďŝ��ĂŶ�^ůŝƉĂŬŽī
ZĂďďŝ�ZŽŶŶĞ�&ƌŝĞĚŵĂŶ

ZĂďďŝ��ĞƌŶĂƌĚ�,͘�DĞŚůŵĂŶ

dĞŵƉůĞ�/ƐƌĂĞů
ϰϳϳ�>ŽŶŐǁŽŽĚ��ǀĞŶƵĞ�ͻ��ŽƐƚŽŶ͕�D��ϬϮϮϭϱ 

ϲϭϳͲϱϲϲͲϯϵϲϬ�ͻ�ǁǁǁ͘ƟƐƌĂĞů͘ŽƌŐ





Congratulations 

 

Thomas J. Flynn

Josh Zakim

 

 

Providing a full-range of services,

including su��ort for mental

health, substance abuse and work

life balance 

1400 Hancock Street, 2nd Floor

Quincy, MA 0216	

617-774-0331 

www.modernassistance.com



James R. Lister
Business Manager

Wayne Ortiz
President

– Executive Board Members –
Rocky Brooks

Rick “Dude” Rothwell
Stephen Sargent
Joseph Fredette
Chuck Rogers

Jeffrey W. Saliba
Business Agent

Thomas Wall
Organizer/Vice President



InternatIonal UnIon of 
operatIng engIneers local 4

68332576

new england JewIsh labor commIttee
20th annUal labor seder

+2125,1*

thomas J. flynn, ExEcutivE SEcrEtary-trEaSurEr

North atlaNtic StatES rEgioNal couNcil of carpENtErS

$1'

Josh ZakIm, formEr DiStrict 8 city couNcilor

$1'�5(&2*1,=,1*

UnIte here 26 battery wharf hotel workers

harvard gradUate stUdent UnIon Uaw 5118 regIon 9a
dedham edUcatIon assocIatIon

wIllIam d. mclaUghlIn, bUsIness manager

mIchael J. bowes, presIdent
davId f. shea, Jr., vIce presIdent

chrIstopher t. fogarty, recordIng secretary
paUl c. dImInIco, fInancIal secretary

davId f. fantInI, treasUrer

bUsIness representatIves
mIchael J. bowes
robert a. bUrr

paUl c. dImInIco
davId d. dobson, Jr.

davId f. fantInI
chrIstopher t. fogarty

davId f. shea, Jr.

organIZer/legIslatIve representatIve
chrIstopher l. carey

traInIng coordInator
John J. gaffny, Jr.
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LEADERSHIP, COMMITMENT, TEAMWORK AND 
SERVICE 

 HELP BRIDGE THE WAY TO  
CONSTRUCTION EXCELLENCE 

�

7KH�2IILFHUV�DQG�0HPEHUV�RI�,%(:�/RFDO�����3D\�7ULEXWH�
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&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�WR�WKH�
New England Jewish Labor Committee 

on your 20th Annual Labor Seder 
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www.the103advantage.com 256 Freeport Street, Dorchester, MA . 617-436-3710 

Executive Board 
Philip DeCola 
Michael T. Donahue 
John G. Kelly 
Bernard N. Sharpe, Jr. 
Jeffrey M. Sheehan 
Keith J. Stearns 
 
Examining Board 
William R. Daniell 
John A. Dondero, Jr. 
Brian J. O’Connor 
Brian P. Sharpe 
Bryan P. Sisson 

Business Agents 
Frank Aikens 
Richard L. Antonellis, Jr. 
Kenell C. Broomstein 
Jay Frasier 
Tim Long 
David O’Laughlin 
Donald Sheehan 
Brad Vinton 
Gary Walker 

Louis J. Antonellis 
Business Manager/Financial Secretary 

Robert S. Sheehan, Jr. 
President 

Richard Monahan 
Vice President 

Kevin W. Monahan 
Treasurer/Business Agent 

James M. Fleming 
Recording Secretary 

�



New England Jewish Labor Committee 
20th Annual Labor Seder

OFFICERS:

-RVHSK�%RQ¿JOLR� %XVLQHVV�0DQDJHU
Thomas L. Andrews Secretary-Treasurer
Louis Mandarini, Jr. President
David Sargo Vice-President
David Araujo Executive Board Member
Allen Boyer Executive Board Member
Christopher Murphy Executive Board Member

��/DERUHUV¶�:D\��Ɣ��+RSNLQWRQ��0$������
7HO������������������Ɣ������������������Ɣ��ID[����������������

www.masslaborers.org



Thanks to Ari from Marya, 
for taking the helm 

and making me proud.

UFE challenges the concentration of 
wealth & power that corrupts democracy, 

deepens the racial divide & tears 
communities apart.

Learn more at:
www.faireconomy.org
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Thank you to the New England Jewish Labor Committee for their 
20th Annual Labor Seder and Congratulations to Thomas J. Flynn of 

the North Atlantic States Regional Council of Carpenters, and 
Josh Zakim, City Councilor.

Building Trades Employers’ Association

“Building on a Strong Tradition of Service“Building on a Strong Tradition of Service
To its Members and the Construction Industry”To its Members and the Construction Industry”

www.btea.com



Happy Passover & thanks to 
the Jewish Labor Committee 
for standing up for workers!

Mark Niedergang
Ward 5 City Councilor, Somerville

m.niedergang@comcast.net
��������������

www.MarkNiedergang.com

Congratulations to
 North Atlantic States Regional Council of Carpenters

Executive Secretary-Treasurer

Thomas J. Flynn
&

New England Jewish Labor Committee
Best wishes for a Happy Passover

Pile Drivers Local Union No. 56
Pile Drivers, Bridge, Wharf, Dock Builders, Burners, Divers, 
Welders & Underpinners of Massachusetts

2IÀFHUV�	�0HPEHUV
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36th Annual 
Bread & Roses Festival,

Labor Day, Sept 7

P.O. Box 1137, Lawrence, MA 01842
(978) 309-9740 

www.breadandrosesheritage.org
info@breadandrosesheritage.org

Blue Cross Blue Shield of Massachusetts is an Independent Licensee of the Blue Cross and Blue Shield Association.

TOGETHER
LIVE, WORK, AND CELEBRATE 

We’re proud to support the  
New England Jewish Labor Committee.



In Solidarity

Andrew Fischer
and

Linda Jason

j

f

j
Sunday, May 31 • 2:00-6:00pm

Gann Academy, Wal tham, MA

Educating and connecting our community  

towards building a resilient food system.

• Vendor Fair

• Farm activities 

• Learning sessions and meetups

www.beantownjewish gardens.org

Jewish
Sustainable
Food Fest
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We thank the 
New England Jewish

Labor Committee
for its long history

of supporting 
workers

Brian Lang
President

Carlos Aramayo 
Financial Secretary 

Treasurer



the massachusetts  
teachers association

 
recognizes the good works  

and programs of the 

NEW ENGLAND  
JEWISH LABOR COMMITTEE

Mazel tov on your  
20th annual Labor Seder!

Merrie Najimy
President

Max Page
Vice President

Lisa Gallatin
Executive Director-Treasurer

Working together for our students and our communities

www.massteacher.org



Congratulations,
Tom Flynn!

Years of Bringing
Labor and Management together

Building Trust and Positively
Addressing Industry Issues



Peter Palandjian and
Intercontinental Real Estate Corporation 

proudly support the
New England Jewish Labor Committee’s

20th Annual Labor Seder

Congratulations to this year’s honoree 
Tom Flynn!

Matt Harrington
matthewh@intercontinental.net
(617) 779-0441

1270 Soldiers Field Road 
Boston, MA 02135

www.Intercontinental.net



The Massachusetts AFL-CIO proudly 
joins the New England Jewish 
Labor Committee in honoring and 
recognizing: 
Josh Zakim &
Tom Flynn

At the Massachusetts AFL-CIO, 
our mission is to build a labor 
movement dedicated to advancing 
a fair and just society that benefits 
all working people, the organized 
and the not yet organized. 

President: Steven A. Tolman * Secretary/Treasurer: Louis A. Mandarini, Jr. 
Executive Vice Presidents: Jeffrey Bollen, Francis X. Callahan, Jr., Jay Colbert & Colleen Glynn

MassAFLCIO massaflcio.org @massaflcioFOLLOW US


